
 

 

Growing up and going from a child to a man is simply a product of time; becoming  
a gentleman is learned behavior.  Becoming a class act as well as a gentleman is 
even harder, and requires dedication to certain beliefs.   
 

Historically when people spoke of class, they meant the aristocracy, but a class act 
has nothing to do with ancestry or money and everything to do with character.   
Remember, it’s what's inside you that recommended you to be made a Mason, and in 
the Degree of Entered Apprentice you were told by the Worshipful Master that the 
Book of Sacred Scripture should be the rule and guide of your faith, and that it gives 

us the tools we need to be a "just and upright man."   
 

It is often difficult to describe what is meant by a class act, but you tend to know it when you see it.  It 
is seen in the way a person carries himself – with confidence.  It is observed in the manner in which a 
person speaks – never making excuses and always learning from mistakes.  And it is demonstrated 
by the way he responds to and behaves towards other people – never trying to build himself up by 
tearing others down.  
 

When I was Master of my Lodge in 2011 and 2012, I shared many of my favorite Bible verses, which I 
believe address the characteristics of a class act.   
 

The first and perhaps the most important is to be slow to speak.  Many of us have said something we 
wish we had not said.  Once said, however, it can never be taken back, and we long regret our hasty 
and intemperate words, which wound others and hurts us.  It is better to bite our tongue, than to re-
lease an unkind word and break a heart.  Proverbs 17:28 says, “Even a fool, when he holdeth his 
peace, is counted wise: [and] he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding.  This is 
very good advice, indeed, for it will make the biggest difference in our life and in that of many others if 
we think before we speak. 
 

The second characteristic is to listen.  We read in Proverbs 19:27, "Cease to hear  
instructions, my son, and you will stray from the words of wisdom."  Similar advice is 
found in a prose poem titled Desiderata written by American writer Max Ehrmann in 
1927, which I discovered when I visited Old Saint Paul’s Church in Baltimore,  
Maryland as a young boy.  The relevant words in the poem are “listen to others, even 
the dull and ignorant, they too have their story."  So, look the person in the eyes and 
give them your undivided attention, for listening is not only polite, it is useful.  You will receive a piece 
of their life and experience.  A person with “class” can speak as easily with kings as with paupers. 
                   (Continued on Page 2.) 
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The third characteristic is to be slow to anger.  I recall that when I was a young boy, my father had a 
little poster in his room that stated, "Anger is the wind that blows out the flame of wisdom."  In  
college one of my favorite poems was Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, and I greatly identified with 
the last line which translated from Latin to English states, “Shame be to the man with evil in his 
mind.”  And we probably are all familiar with Thessalonians 5:15 which says "see that none render 
evil unto any man." Unfortunately, when we read the newspaper or listen to the news we are well 
aware that civility is in short supply and good manners seem to be a thing of the past.  But while it is 
easy to get mad or upset, if you want to be a class act you will be slow to anger.   
 
These three characteristics, which all of us need to master, are summarized in James 1:19 which 
says, "be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.”  We also recall in the 14th  
Degree, the Perfect Elu, the Venerable Master of Kadosh speaks the words from Psalm 141:3:  Set 
a watch, before my mouth, O Lord; keep the door of my lips."   
 

The fourth characteristic is to show respect.  At the end of every Virginia  
Master Mason's Lodge meeting, the Master gives a charge at the altar.  One 
of the lines comes from Galatians 6:10, "Do good unto all."  A similar thought 
is found in “Desiderata: “as far as possible, be on good terms with all  
persons.”  One of the twelve Boy Scout Laws is to be kind, and the Boy Scout 
Slogan is to “Do a Good Turn Daily!”  Random acts of kindness have a ripple 
effect.  Kind people are nice to be around; they bring happiness to friends and strangers alike.  You 
can sense the goodness and kindness in a person immediately because part of what makes them 
so special is that they treat everyone with respect.  This is a key ingredient in how we define a  
class act. 
 

The fifth characteristic is humility.  God hates arrogance.  In Proverbs 8:13, we read: “To fear the 
Lord is to hate evil.  I hate arrogant pride, evil conduct and perverse speech."  In 1 Samuel 2:3 we 
read: “Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth.”  Enough said! 
 

The sixth characteristic is courtesy.  The French had rules of behavior to follow when they were in 
groups, and more especially in the presence of royalty.  But good manners is not just following a 
book of stylized rules; it is about being considerate of others.  In Thessalonians 5:18 we are told to 
give thanks, and, indeed, saying “please” and “thank you” is part of courtesy, but the larger part is 
treating others the way we want to be treated – that’s The Golden Rule! 
 

The seventh characteristic is moderation and restraint.  In our Masonic journey we learn that the 
Compasses on the Bible are there to remind us to keep our passions in due bounds towards all 
mankind, more especially to a brother Mason.  We learn to avoid working with untempered mortar, 
and we read in Ezekiel 13:10-12, "say unto them which daub with untempered mortar, that it shall 
fall."  But what do we mean by analogizing our conduct with working with untempered mortar?  We 
mean that our passions and appetites, if not duly restrained will surely lead us astray.   
 

The eighth characteristic is to avoid jealousy.  James 3:16 says, "where there is  
jealousy, there is disorder," and we read in Proverbs 27:4; "wrath is cruel, anger is 
overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy?"  Some emotions are helpful.   
For example, fear tells you to look before you leap, but jealousy is a wasted emotion 
that will never help you in any situation, but simply brings out the worst in you.   
Unless you can rid yourself of jealousy, you will never be a class act.  
 

                   (Continued on Page 7) 

TEN Maxims [Characteristics] of a Class Act  
                    (Continued from Page 1.) 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Jan-Feb 2015   Page 2 



Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Jan-Feb 2015   Page 3 

 

The beginning of a new year is like the beginning of a trip and we must plan and 
prepare for it.  For some the trip will be a vacation, to be approached with great 
eagerness and joy.  The anticipation is often as enjoyable as the trip itself.  We 
study maps and travel guides, and we chart out our course with great care.  We 
want to try to see all the sights and miss nothing of importance.  For some the  
trip will be for business and we will spend much time establishing our goals and 
objectives and planning our strategy so we can accomplish all we have set out to 
do.  For some the trip will be to visit with family or old friends we see all too  
infrequently.  We will want to recapture past moments, build new memories, and 

enjoy quality time with those who add meaning to our lives.  And for some, the trip may have more 
somber purposes – to visit with one who is sick or dying, or to go off for medical treatment for  
ourselves.   
 

In each case, part of the planning is packing.  We have to decide what we need to take with us.  
Some love to pack, some hate it.  Some pride themselves on how light they can travel and how few 
things they need, while others want to take as much of their “stuff” with them as possible.  At some 
point the question is to determine what we really need for our trip. 
 

Of course, the kinds of trips we have been speaking about are, frankly, rather simple because their 
purpose is clear, and we all have some degree of experience about what to pack.  Our trip through 
the new year may encompass all of this, but it also is more complex because we rarely contemplate 
what we expect to accomplish or where we want to end up.  Consequently, we sometimes drift 
through the year without a fixed agenda, perhaps wandering aimlessly, perhaps open to new  
experiences, perhaps surprised, pleasantly or not by circumstances.  But again, there is a question 
about what to pack and what to leave behind.  If we pack too much, we will be limited in what we 
can do, and where we can go.  If we pack our fears and doubts, our grudges and hatreds, we will 
be carrying a great weight and be bogged down.  If we pack faith and hope, our load will be much 
lighter and we may be able to achieve much more.   
 

These are not idle musings, for our journey is from birth to death, and our Masonic 
heritage and the lessons we receive in the Craft and Scottish Rite degrees put a 
gloss on how we should approach the new year.  We are builders, and each year 
presents us with an opportunity to grow in knowledge and strength of character.   
To give meaning to our journey, we try to improve on what we did last year, build  
upon the relationships we have established, and develop new relationships.  We try 
to focus on what we have achieved and what more we might achieve this year,  
rather than on the difficulties and disappointments we have thus far encountered.  
The more we narrow our circle, and the more self-absorbed we are, the more unhappy we tend to 
become.  We are never stronger than when we reach out and help others, for we find that, in the 
end, we actually have helped ourselves even more.   
 

So just as we plan for our more mundane trips, so we need to plan for our great journey though the 
next year of our lives, and the question for each of us is what doors will we open and what doors 
will we close.  If we plan for our year as well as we often plan for our vacation, 2015 will be a great 
year for each of us – at least that is my hope.   
 

You will read in this issue of the Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin about a number of upcoming 
events – to include our January Awards banquet, our March Friends and Family Dinner and Charity 
Auction, and the Scottish Rite Conference we will host in September.  I hope each of you will be 
able to support these events and help to make 2015 the best year yet for the Alexandria Valley.  
 

Fraternally 

Personal Representative’s Message 
Edmund Cohen, 33—Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 



 

 

Annual Awards Dinner—January 9, 2015 
                   

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Jan-Feb 2015    Page 4 

 

We hope you and your lady will join us and show your appreciation for our awardees at our annual 
Awards Dinner on Friday, January 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m..  We will have our installation of officers for 2015 
after then dinner and then have a very brief meeting. 
 

At the December Executive Council meeting we selected seven Brethren to receive the  
Certificate of Appreciation for notable work in 2014.  In alphabetical order they are: 
 

Brother John T. G. Aakesson, 32⁰ for his work behind the scenes helping the Secretary and on the 
stage crew. 
Ill. Loyd E. Davis, 33⁰ for his educational programs, and more specifically his series of talks on the  
Scottish Rite Degrees. 
Brother A. J. Fasano, 32⁰ for his work on our new ASR Website. 
Ill. Norman L. Hoff, 33⁰ for leading the committee that produced the report on jobs for each officer in 
each Body. 
Oral M. “Neil” Marple, KCCH for his exceptional work in a number of Reunion Degrees. 
Brother William “Jim” Mowry, 32⁰ and Philip N. Rhodes, KCCH for their success in forming our  
Alexandria Knights of Saint Andrew.   
 

We selected seven Brethren to receive the Certificate of Merit for particularly meritorious longer term 
service.  In alphabetical order they are: 
 

Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33⁰ for his superb work as the Valley photographer.   
David B. Browning, KCCH for his work over the past several years as our Tiler.   
Ill. Douglas L. Jordan, 33⁰ for his many years as Degree Master of the 4th Degree.  
IIl. James A. Loudermilk, 33⁰ II, for his exceptional service as Director of Work. 
Ill John Shroeder, Jr., 33⁰ for leading the Valley Sickness and Distress Committee.   
Rhey M. Solomon, KCCH for leading our Reunion Prompting Team. 
Joseph P. Weyant, Jr. KCCH, for his exemplary service on the Stage Crew and on the Budget  
and Finance Committee. 
 

In addition, this year we selected three food banks to receive the Community Service Award for their 
very important work.  They are the Capitol Area Food Bank in Lorton, ALIVE! (ALexandrians InVolved 
Ecumenically) in Alexandria, and AFAC (Arlington Food Assistance Center) in Arlington.  In  
addition to the award, the Valley will donate $500 to each organization. 

 Cohort Class Reunion – April 18, 2015  

Check your mail boxes for that special invitation, mark your calendars, and plan to 
attend one or both days of our Spring Reunion on April 18 and 25, 2015.  We will be 
celebrating our first Cohort Reunion Class consisting of those Brethren who received 
their Scottish Rite degrees in the reunion classes of 2010, 2005, 2000, 1995, 1990, 
1985, 1980, 1975, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1955, 1950, and 1945; for a total of 335  
members.   
 

It would be great to see all 335 members, so please make an effort to attend our  
festive activities at the Spring Reunion in April or the Fall Reunion in October 2015. 
 

For planning purposes, an RSVP will be requested so that we can plan for meals, etc.  
The days will start with coffee and doughnuts and some getting acquainted time prior 
to the start of activities; and lunch will be served.   
 

Since you received your degrees, we have added the 13th and 31st degrees which are now  
conferred vice communicated.  We’re excited about these two additions and know that you will  
enjoy seeing them and renewing the excitement when you first received the Scottish Rite degrees.  
Looking forward to seeing you in April 2015 or sooner.   
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Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection’s Message 
Ill. Earl R. Jones, 33° 

When I started in line, 2015 seemed quite far off, but it arrived in what seemed a very short time.  
During the time I did have, I listened, watched and learned from so many of our members: the expe-
rienced, the yearning, and those like me caught somewhere in the middle.   
 

This past year I had the benefit of observing Kent Webber, KCCH, our immediate past Venerable 
Master.  I thank him for providing me insight into his vision for the Lodge of Perfection, as he worked 
to nudge us closer to our collective objectives.  As I prepared for this year, I watched all the officers 
of the four Bodies lead and manage.  I have so many people to be thankful to for their help, guid-
ance and inspiration, but I would single out Ill. Mike Riley, not only because he was the one who 
nominated me to the Line, but because he raised my awareness as to what can be accomplished 
when properly challenged, as he was in leading the Valley’s efforts during our 100

th
  Anniversary.   

 

Our 2015 calendar has many events for which I have been waiting with keen  
anticipation.  Some I see as an opportunity to showcase our Valley to the rest of 
the Orient.  This is because on 25-26 September our Valley will host the Orient’s 
annual Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia.  We also will have the privilege of 
having our auditorium as the stage for the public investiture of the 2015 KCCH 
honor men from all eight Valleys in Virginia.  Please set aside these dates and 

let’s show our collective support for Ill. Larry Alexander, this year’s President of the Scottish Rite 
Conference and give a warm Alexandria Valley welcome to the many Masons and their families who 
will take advantage of unique sights afforded to those who visit the Washington, D.C. area.  Imagine 
a photograph in future history books with a hundred or more of our members in attendance at this 
Conference! 
 

There is also another important Orient event, the Scottish Rite workshop on March 21st at the  
Richmond Scottish Rite.  We fit a lot into a half-day in Richmond.  In past years we have gotten  
updates on how our efforts impact the speech and language centers we support.  We also heard 
from the superintendent for the House of the Temple who provided informative and graphic  
representations of the condition of our Headquarters in Washington.  But in addition to the briefings 
we receive, it is always enjoyable to spend time with so many Brethren from across the Orient who 
share their concepts of operations and programs for the betterment of our Valley, the Rite, and the 
charities we support.  Alexandria is always just five or ten short of either Richmond or Newport 
News in numbers in attendance.  Let’s take up the informal challenge and have the largest  
delegation in Richmond this March.  And with the event over right after lunch, there is time for us  
to have some fun visiting some of the sights in Richmond after the meeting. 
 

Of course, most of what we do is more local, and the Officers of the four Bodies, the Lodge of  
Perfection, the Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh, and the Consistory are all working to take 
our Valley to new places, doing innovative scheduling and functions that promise to be in the  
interest of all.  I look forward to being a member of this year’s team. Upcoming bulletins will have  
the necessary details for your calendar planning.  
 

To your Lodge of Perfection Officers, Ill. Roger Firestone; Heber Willis, KCCH; Allen Beckner, 
KCCH; Chris Chrzanowski, Peter Terrill, Scott Springer and Keith Butler, KCCH, I would say that our  
challenges this year will prove to be a test to which I am eager to engage.  Our companions, Bob 
Williams, KCCH, the Wise Master; Thomas Little, the Commander; and John Tillery, KCCH, the 
Master of Kadosh; are as involved as they can possibly be.  We will truly have a group of dedicated 
Scottish Rite Masons working with all of the Brethren to keep our Valley strong and provide a  
meaningful experience for our members.   
 

In our monthly meetings, we have enjoyed the expanded explanations of those degrees not  
normally conferred during a Reunion.  If you are looking for the rest of the story, the Committee on 
Education provides the clues.  We also have a good speaker.   
                     (Continued on Page 6.) 
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Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection’s Message 
                   (Continued from Page 5.) 

In addition, our monthly stated meetings have combined several events to take advantage of your 
time and competing priorities.  The Bulletin will be a great reference for your monthly participation 
plans.  
 

If you have yet to peruse the website, it has been refined to one of the best out there.  Please take  
a few minutes to read the many subjects that are provided to inform and educate.  It is a living  
document, always open for suggestions to improve its content or layout. The website can be  
accessed using alexandriascottishrite.org. 
 

I think most of you know that I am heavily invested in our Reunions working on the stage crew and 
as Director of Production Operations.  We work very hard to make our Reunions a first-class event 
for the candidates, and for all of the Brethren who return to see the degrees once more.   
This year we will be specially inviting the 5-year cohort Reunion Classes – the class of 2010, 2005, 
2000, 1995, 1990, etc. and presenting them with a special Reunion pin.  This year we also want to 
make a special effort to increase the size of our spring and fall classes.  We are routinely reminded 
that each of us needs to find one candidate.  Our membership committee has a viable plan but they 
need us, you and me, to make our Reunions a success – please help.  
 

Let me close by thanking each of you for your trust and confidence in me as your Venerable Master 
for 2015.  My message stems from a phrase each of us has heard and likely shared with a new 
member of Lodge or other Masonic body: “You get out of it what you put into it.” I think that in the 
Valley this is even more so, for it includes getting a Masonic education, developing new friends,  
reinforcing older relationships, and so many additional opportunities to expand your Masonic  
experience.  The monthly Stated is the 2

nd
 Friday of each month. We start at 7:30 p.m. and end 

promptly at 9 p.m.  Come out to see how we do, you might keep coming back. 
 

Fraternally, 

Biography of Ill. Earl R. Jones, 33° 
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 

 

Earl R. Jones was born in Bennington, Vermont, where he resided until 1971 
when he enlisted in the Marine Corps.  He served for twenty-four years as an ac-
tive duty Military Policeman and Criminal Investigator, and in 1995, he began his 
second career as a security specialist in the federal civil service where he remains 
today.   
 

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Forensic Science, graduated from the FBI National  
Academy and the National Center for Credibility Assessment. 
 

He was raised to the sublime Degree of Master Mason in 1994 at John A. Lejeune, Lodge #350 in 
Quantico, Virginia.  He is a dual member of Frank P. Moncure Lodge #279, Stafford, Virginia, and 
holds membership in KENA Shrine, Fairfax, Virginia. 
 

In 1996, he became a 32
nd

 Degree Scottish Rite Mason at Alexandria Valley, a cast member of the 
30

th
 Degree, “Knight Kadosh” and is a past Degree Master of that Degree.  He was invested a 

Knight Commander of the Court of Honor in 2005, served as Wise Master of the Chapter Rose 
Croix in 2008, and was Coronated a 33

rd
 Degree, Inspector General Honorary in 2011 – right after 

the earthquake that struck this area. 
 

In 2009, after several years as Ill. Jack Canard’s understudy on the Stage Crew, Earl was  
appointed Stage Director, and currently is the Director of Production Operations.   
 

Ill. Jones has three adult children, four grandchildren, and resides with his Lady Patsy in Stafford, 
Virginia. 



 

 

Did you know that our Valley library has over 200 publications which cover Masonic philosophy,  
reference, talks, and essays?  Would you like to know what those publications are?  Would you like to 
know the Alexandria Valley’s strategic plans, or what are the duties of each of the officers in the four  
Scottish Rite Bodies?  Are you interested in presentations you could take back to your Lodge to be part of, 
or to add to, your Stated Meeting’s educational programs?  Then we have the right place for you!   

 

There’s a new website in town!  The Alexandria Valley 
now has a new dynamic presence on the Internet.  Visitors to 
our new site are greeted with information about the Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, presented with colorful pictures, latest 
announcements, and drop menus that make navigation  
intuitive and nearly effortless.  Access to our latest bulletins is 
just a click away, and a Scottish Rite petition is available on 
line.  A featured group section directs attention to one of our 
activities selected to cameo.  At present it is our newly formed 
Knights of Saint Andrew.  With just a couple of clicks you can 
find out about this great organization.  Another click and you can explore the upcoming events section 
which provides notice of future events ordered by event dates.   

 

Members are immediately provided current topic support which, at present, includes information about  
the Master Craftsman course and ordering shirts, but it will continue to evolve to meet the demands and 
interests of the Valley.  In addition is a new “Help Wanted” link to facilitate members who are looking to be 
part of our degree teams or part of the other workings of our Valley.  Additionally, content is syndicated from 
the “Freemason Network” and our very own Alexandria Scottish Rite Google group, updated daily, and  
accessible on the front page.  No longer does a member have to subscribe to the mailing list to easily find 
and read the messages sent to the group.  Those messages can now be viewed directly from the front page 
of the website. Several drop down menus are provided detailing information under the categories “About 
Us,” our “Organization and Officers,” “Other Links,” a Valley “Calendar,” and “Publications” – contain various 
articles about our Valley as well as summaries of our past activities.  In addition to our Bulletins, you can 
find our By-Laws, strategic plans, Valley procedures manual, teacher and member award presentations, 
and much more.   
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Our New Website 
Neil Marple, KCCH 

TEN Maxims [Characteristics] of a Class Act  
                    (Continued from Page 2.) 

The ninth characteristic is to know when to be silent.  We read in Proverbs 13:3, "Those 
who guard their lips preserve their lives, but those who speak rashly will come to ruin.  In 
this vein, I would again quote from Desiderata: "Go ye placidly among the noise and haste 
and remember what peace there may be in silence."  It is an art to know when to speak 
and when to keep silent, and a characteristic of those we call “a class act.” 
 

And the tenth characteristic is perspective.  What seems so important and all-consuming today, often 
will be of little importance down the road.  We are reminded in the Degree of Fellow Craft that "we are all 
traveling on that broad level of time to that undiscovered country from whose borne no traveler returns."  
Life is a journey and we are all under construction.  If by chance we fall and scrape our knees, we need 
to get up, brush ourselves off, ask for forgiveness, and just keep on walking.  As we read in Corinthians 
16:13: “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like a man, be strong.” 
 
The common gavel teaches us that, by divesting our hearts and consciences of all the 
vices and superfluities of life, we can fit our minds, as living stones, for that spiritual 
building, that house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.  This is an ongoing 
process with many stumbles and perhaps some backtracking along the way.  The true 
gentleman, will, like all of us, occasionally err, but he will quickly correct his course and get back on 
track.  By practicing these ten characteristics he, and we, may hope to chip away at our rough ashlar 
and, over time, become that perfect ashlar worthy of our Creator, and one day become a part of that 
spiritual building.  Hopefully, we will one day meet there as Brethren in that spiritual Lodge. 



 

 

Help Wanted 
   Ill. Norman L. Hoff, Jr., 33° 

 

As with any affiliation, a member’s understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the 
group grows with involvement and shared experiences.  The comfortable sense of  
belonging that we gain through study of the group’s history and its goals, through  
participation in its activities, and through personal interaction with its other members is 
essential to the richness of our perceived value of the group.  There are many roles to be 
filled, jobs to be done, and opportunities to increase your knowledge and appreciation of 
the Scottish Rite.  Our Valley “Help Wanted” listing of open opportunities for member participation is 
posted on-line at alexandriascottishrite.org/members/committees/membership_development/ and every 
member should review the listing to see how he might become more involved. Included next to each 
open position is the name and e-mail or phone number of the Brother to be contacted to find out more 
about the job. 
 
The jobs are posted in four categories: Reunion Production Support positions; Degree Cast positions; 
Committee positions; and Appointed Officer positions to be filled for the coming year. 
 
The Production Support Teams provide full support at degree rehearsals just prior to and during  
Degree conferrals at both the spring (April) and fall (October) Reunions.  These Teams need additional  
members to spread the work among many hands and lessen the individual load. 
 
The Degree Teams responsibilities include rehearsals prior to each Reunion and putting on the  
Degree at the Reunion. Most Cast Teams will have one or two practices and a full support rehearsal with 
the production support teams prior to the Reunion.  The Degree Masters will provide scripts for  
memorization well in advance.  These speaking parts range from one or two lines to several pages.  But 
there also are non-speaking parts and these are indicated in the Help Wanted list by the asterisk (*) after 
the role name.  The smaller speaking parts are shown with the pound sign (#).   
 
When you contact the Degree Master about a role in the degree, you should discuss your preferences as  
well as prior experience with Masonic ritual or other performing activities.  Every Degree Master wants to  
have two full casts, or at least enough Brethren on the Degree Team to fill in when sickness, work, or 
other emergencies prevent a cast member from attending the Reunion.   So, if you liked a particular part 
when you attended a previous reunion, remember that additional cast members are still desired and the 
Degree Masters do want to hear from you.  
 
Committee positions also are available.  Our Valley conducts many of its continuing operations 
through the planning and oversight efforts of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees. The mission of each of 
the committees is briefly stated in the Valley By-Laws, and Committee Charters may be reviewed at  
alexandriascottishrite.org/members/committees/.  There is probably a Committee job that fits every  
interest, talent, and skill; and committee participation is an excellent way to contribute to the Valley while  
increasing your own enjoyment of its many activities.  
 
Officer positions in the four Bodies, include both elective and appointed positions.  Not including 
those who are officers of all four bodies, such as the Secretary, Treasurer, Prelate, Almoner, Organist, 
there are 40 available positions.  Typically, the senior four or five positions are elected and the presiding 
officer of the Body appoints the remaining positions.  The 2015 officers were elected and appointed at 
our November and December meetings. Participation as an Officer is one of the most valuable and re-
warding ways to enjoy the Scottish Rite.  
 
If you are interested in contributing to our Reunion productions, as either a degree cast member or as a 
part of a production support team, or if your interests tend more toward planning, organizing and support-
ing Valley activities and operations through participation in one of our Committees or leadership posi-
tions, let your interests be known.  In addition to the obvious benefits to your Valley, the most important 
benefit will be to your own increased understanding and enjoyment of the Scottish Rite.  
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We are now less than 90 days away from our gala social event and charity  
fundraiser – our Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction.  It will be 
great fun – held at the beautiful Fairview Park Marriott in Falls Church, VA, 
with a fine dinner and good music.  It is our major event of the year when we 
raise money to support our RiteCare childhood language program charity and 
to help the restoration of the historical House of the Temple, the premier  
Masonic building in our nation’s capital.   
 

We need YOUR help to make this event a success. 
 

First, mark your calendars and plan to ATTEND!  We have arranged the time so you come after 
church and also get home at a decent hour.  
 

 Use the form below to purchase your ticket and one for your spouse or friend. A ticket is $75 
of which $25 is tax deductible.   

 Buy a table for 8 people for $560 which is a discount of $40 off the individual tickets and 
$200 of that is tax deductible. 

 Remember we call this a friends and family auction because it’s open to all – so invite your 
non-Scottish Rite Lodge Brethren, bring your extended family, and invite friends, neighbors 
and co-workers!  

 Can’t attend but want to help?  Become a sponsor – the entire amount is tax deductible.  
Sponsorships are available at the Platinum level for $1000, Gold at $500, Silver at $250, and 
Bronze at $100.  These sponsorships are 100% tax deductible.   

 

Second, DONATE TO THE AUCTION.   
 

 Donate good quality items (collectibles, antiques, jewelry, etc.), that would be attractive to 
those who will attend.  Your donations are tax deductible. 

 Approach restaurants and other businesses you patronize and see if they will donate an item 
they sell, or provide a gift certificate to their establishment.  This is good publicity for them 
and a charitable deduction for their business.  If you need more information on how to do this 
– or have questions concerning the event call me at 703-946-2788, or send me an  
email: potentate09@gmail.com. 

 

Items for the silent and/or live auction can be delivered to Ill. Dave Morris, Secretary, at the Scottish 
Rite Temple during normal business hours. 
 

Here is the schedule of events:  Arrive at 3:30 p.m. for the social hour and the beginning of the  
silent auction bidding.  There will be a cash bar, with dinner served at 4:30 p.m.  The silent auction 
closes at 6:00 p.m. when we have the live auction.  At the conclusion of the live auction, you can 
pay for and retrieve the items you successfully bid on.   
 

This is going to be a wonderful event and your support will be greatly appreciated! 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
 

         RESERVATION FORM on Page 10.
 

Update on our 1 March Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction  
Howard M. Sobel, KCCH, Charity Event Chairman 
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RESERVATION FORM
Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 

 
Sunday, March 1, 2015 
3:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

at 
Fairview Park Marriott 

3111 Fairview Park Drive, Falls Church, Virginia 22043 
 
Donation $75 (of which $25 is tax deductible) 
Table of 8 people for $560 (of which $200 is tax deductible) 
 
Sponsorships:  Platinum - $1,000, Gold - $500, Silver - $250, and Bronze - $100. 

(the entire amount is tax deductible).   
 

NAME:   _______________________________ Phone Number:  _______________ 
 

No. of tickets ______________@ $ 75.00 each  --  Total  ___________ 
 
No. of tables ______________@ $560.00 each  --  Total  ___________ 
 
Sponsorship:   _____________ 
 
Please make checks payable to:  Alexandria Scottish Rite and remit to:  
 Alexandria Scottish Rite, P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313 
 
Credit Card:  Contact Howard Sobel (information below).  A 3% surcharge will be added to cover 
merchant fees.  
 
Need additional information -- contact:  Howard Sobel at 703-946-2788 or via e-mail at  
potentate09@gmail.com.   

Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction  

Please Select 

Beef:  _____________ 

Chicken:  __________ 
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DUES  
Note you can pay your dues, and 
make contributions to our charities, 
online at the Supreme Council web 
site.   
https://secure.scottishrite.org/
OnlineMemberUpdate/
MemberUpdate1.asp 
  
DUES NOTICES   
If you received your dues notice with a “2015 
sticker”, but don’t have a 2014 plastic card or if 
your dues statement shows a minus or $0.00  
balance please call the office 703 998-9044.  
 
KNOW A BROTHER WHO HAS BEEN  
SUSPENDED?  
Contact him and let him know we have a special 
program from January thru June, to help him 
again become a member in “Good Standing” with 
our Valley.  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR – From the Valley Office 
We wish you and yours a Very Happy New Year. 
It has been our Honor to serve the Valley this 
past year and I look forward providing better  
service in 2015. 
 

I would like to thank all those who have helped  
behind the scenes, and would particularly  
mention:  Ill. David Smith, 33°, Jason Lotz, 
KCCH, Ray Lambert, KCCH, Neil Marple, KCCH, 
Brother William Baumbach, Ben Browning, 
KCCH, and his assistant tilers, and Brother John 
Aakesson for his help in so many areas, including 
plumbing. 
 
Finally a special thanks to all the officers who 
served the Valley in 2014. 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º 
  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 

Desiderata 

Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember 
what peace there may be in silence.  As far as possible 
without surrender be on good terms with all persons. 
 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to  
others, even the dull and the ignorant; they too have 
their story. 
 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations 
to the spirit.  If you compare yourself with others, you 
may become vain and bitter; for always there will be 
greater and lesser persons than yourself. 
 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.  Keep 
interested in your own career, however humble; it is a 
real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
 

Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world  
is full of trickery.  But let this not blind you to what  
virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals; 
and everywhere life is full of heroism. 
 
Be yourself.  Especially, do not feign affection.  Neither 
be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and 
disenchantment it is as perennial as the grass. 
 
Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully  
surrendering the things of youth. 
 
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden  
misfortune.  But do not distress yourself with dark  
imaginings.  Many fears are born of fatigue and  
loneliness. 
 
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with  
yourself. You are a child of the universe, no less than 
the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.   
And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the 
universe is unfolding as it should. 
 
Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you  
conceive Him to be, and whatever your labors and  
aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep peace 
with your soul.  With all its sham, drudgery, and  
broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. Be cheerful.  
Strive to be happy. 

 
Max Ehrmann  

https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp
https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp
https://secure.scottishrite.org/OnlineMemberUpdate/MemberUpdate1.asp


 

 

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
of the 

Valley of Alexandria 
Orient of Virginia  

Ill. David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear in 
this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  
unless otherwise indicated.  

The Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

The Assistant Secretary:  
Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  

The Treasurer:  
Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, KCCH  

The mailing address is:  
P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  

Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  
1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change of 
address, phone number or email address. This is very 
important so that you may receive The Scottish Rite 
Journal and other publications and correspondence 
without delay.  

THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
 Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our 
ultimate goal.  

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

ILLUSTRIOUS WALTER SCOTT DOWNS, 33°, GC 
Secretary Emeritus  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 

STATED MEETINGS  

Alexandria Lodge of Perfection  
Second Friday of each month  

EARL R. JONES, 33°  
Venerable Master 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix  
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
ROBERT B. WILLIAMS, KCCH  

Wise Master  

Alexandria Council of Kadosh  
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
THOMAS G. LITTLE, KCCH  

Commander  

Alexandria Consistory  
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
JOHN T. TILLERY, KCCH  

Master of Kadosh  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 
JANUARY 2015 
 
January 1 – New Years Day 
 
January 9 
Awards Banquet – 6:00 p.m.  
(Reservations by Jan. 5) 
Installation of Officers for 
all four Bodies – 7:30 p.m. 
Followed by short Valley Meeting 
(Lodge only).  
 
January 19 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—
Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
January  28 – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting— 
Stevens City  
Butcher Block Restaurant 
 
FEBRUARY 2015 
 
February 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Council, Chapter & Lodge of 
Perfection) 

 
February 16 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting 
Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
February 25 – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge - Woodstock 
 
 

 
MARCH 2015 
 
March 1 – 3:30 p.m. till 
Friends & Family Event 
Fairview Park Marriott 
Silent & Live Auction 
Dinner -Dress coat & tie 
 
March 13 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(reservations by March 10th) 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
Ceremony of Remembrance 
& Renewal 
(Chapter of Rose Croix & 
 Lodge of Perfection) 
 
March 16 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting 
Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 

March 21 - 8:30 a.m. 
Spring Workshop 
Richmond Valley 
Scottish Rite 
 
March 25 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 

Stevens City  
Butcher Block Restaurant 
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Update your calendars 
don’t miss these events! 


