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Reflections on the Value of Freemasonry in 11 Quotations 
 

As we try to keep warm during the winter, we may come to realize that the weather is 
often the least of our problems.  It is not sweaters and coats alone that keep us warm, 
it is the friendships and relationships we have and maintain that warm our heart, puts 
a spring in our step, and makes life worth living.  And beyond our all-important family 
relationships, there are the many opportunities inherent in our membership in the  
Alexandria Scottish Rite, which I tried to capture in the context of a few quotes that 
reflect upon how we should live our lives.   
 

The first quote is from Proverbs:  “One who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion  
of fools suffers harm.”  As teenagers we came to understand that if you hung with a bad crowd, 
you were encouraged along certain paths, and if you were part of a group that went to church or  
synagogue, and was into good grades and athletics, you were encouraged along quite a different 
path.  The same with Freemasonry.  I have met so many Masons who I admire and respect, and  
who became role models in my life.  This is a great benefit of the Rite where we come into contact, 
converse, and interact with Brethren with so many interesting life experiences to share.  We learn by 
example, and, as we follow their example, we improve ourselves. 
 

Quote number two:  “The opposite of a correct statement is a false statement.  The opposite of 
a profound truth may well be another profound truth.” (Niels Bohr, Danish physicist and winner  
of the Nobel Prize).  At a time when false news is believed more than facts, when real discussion has 
been reduced to dueling sound bites, and people tend to listen only to opinions they already agree 
with, it is refreshing to be able to converse with learned Masons about Masonic philosophy and  
morality, and to explore the eternal truths that guide us along the paths of righteousness.  Since  
Masonry unites men of different backgrounds who might otherwise remain at a perpetual distance, 
we have the opportunity to discuss different ideas and viewpoints, be exposed to new ideas, and 
learn things we had not thought about before.  If we actually listen to what is being said, and try to 
understand different viewpoints, we tend to grow intellectually.  And even when we are unpersuaded, 
since these Masonic discussions take place in an environment of courtesy and respect, we can  
disagree with an idea without being disagreeable, and we can hold opposing viewpoints without  
vilifying the holder of an idea we disagree with.   
 

Quote number three:  “This is what learning is.  You suddenly understand something you’ve  
understood all your life, but in a new way.”  (Doris Lessing, British novelist, poet, and playwright).  
How often do we hear a piece of Masonic ritual or a part of a degree that we have heard countless 
times, but this time it strikes a chord, it resonates with us, and we finally see the meaning and  
understand the significance of a passage that somehow eluded us for so long.  This happens in a 
parent-child relationship where advice we repeatedly sneered at suddenly begins to make sense.  
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It happens in a spousal relationship when, having talked past each other for so long, we actually  
understand what our spouse is trying to say.  It occurs, often with profound results, during our moral 
and spiritual development.   
 

And this leads us to quote number four:  “Consistency requires you to be as ignorant today as 
you were a year ago.”  (Bernard Berenson, American Art Historian).  There are values and  
principles that remain constant over time, but, as we grow and mature, we learn.  Views that we  
once accepted without question are questioned; some of these views do not prove out, and we 
change or reject them.  In place of views held by doctors centuries ago, we now understand the  
role of bacteria and viruses.  We fly across the globe in hours, and converse over wide distances  
via the Internet – things that were thought impossible in earlier ages.  We espouse human rights that 
previously were reserved for a small elite.  This is a good thing.  It is the basis of human progress 
where firmly held views of yesterday yield to new discoveries and new ideas.   
 

Masonry is about relationships, so quote number five is relevant:  “The most important thing in 
communication is to hear what is not being said.”  (Peter F. Drucker, management consultant).  
Many of our Brethren suffer in silence.  They don’t complain but deal with their problems on their own 
as best they can.  The observant Brother notices what is not being said by his Brethren and asks how 
they are and how he can help.  Similarly, in discussions, there are those who speak up – perhaps all 
too frequently and drown out the rest of the group.  The good Masonic leader observes the quiet 
Brethren and studies their body language.  He does not view silence as assent or being quiet as the 
same as having nothing to contribute.  He asks these Brethren their opinion and profits thereby.    
 

Masonry is also about focus, so consider another Drucker quote:  “There is nothing so useless as 
doing efficiently that which should not be done at all.”  Time and good health are the real 
treasures of human life, and while we realize that there is a limited amount of time allotted to 
each of us, we often are careless as to how we occupy our time.  If we measured how we  
actually spend our day, we might find that we spend more time doing what we could profitably 
stop doing and, thus, free up time to do things that might be more important, more worthwhile, 
and even more enjoyable.  Masonry is service, and we are encouraged to take the time to develop 
the moral virtues and build that inner spiritual edifice that is our true self and our true potential.    
 

Quote number seven:  “Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that 
counts can be counted.”  (Albert Einstein, Nobel Prize winning physicist).  We live in the age of  
big data where everything is being measured and analyzed.  But when the wrong things are being 
measured and wrong behavior is incentivized, the results have often been serious scandals affecting 
both businesses and government.  Not only do we need to measure the right things to achieve the 
bottom line we are after, we also need to understand that the bottom line we really need to care about 
does not concern our bank account, but rather the way we treat others and the way we live our lives.  
Coffins don’t contain pockets for us to take with us our material possessions, and the best legacy we 
can hope for is the good opinion of our Brethren and friends and those we have helped along the 
way.   
 

Being focused on the right things does not mean giving up on our dreams or becoming discouraged 
because things are difficult – as we are reminded by quote number eight:  “Most of the things worth 
doing in the world have been declared impossible before they were done.”  (Louis Brandeis – 
U.S. Supreme Court 1916-1939), and quote number nine:  “It takes twenty years to become an 
overnight success.”  (Eddie Cantor, performer, President of Screen Actors Guild).  Things as simple 
as the safety pin which are totally obvious afterwards were not obvious at all before their invention, 
and when we look at many so-called “overnight” successes, we find, their success was preceded by 
years of preparation, trial and error, a great deal of struggle, and plenty of plain hard work.  It is  
important for each of us to look deep into our soul, at whatever age, and ask ourselves what we really 
care about and try to make that happen.  If we try, we might succeed; if we don’t try, we guarantee 
failure.                                                                                                                 Continued on Page 4.) 
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Once again the education of our children has become a topic of considerable  
debate.  There are a number of different strands to this debate. 
 

On one side are parents who are concerned that their children are not getting the 
skills they need to compete in the new high-tech environment.  They are lulled into 
thinking that their children are doing well in school - only to learn, much too late to 
do anything about it, that this was not the case.  Their children got promoted from 
grade to grade, but the parents later learned that this was not because they were doing well, but  
because under the doctrine of social promotion it was permissible to advance non-performing  
students even though they had not learned the material of the prior grade.  This did not make it  
easier for them to catch up or perform any better in the next grade.  Indeed, some students are 
"graduating" from high school functionally illiterate.   
 

Then there are those who lay the blame for poor educational outcomes squarely on the teachers.  
They claim many teachers are incompetent – don’t really know how to motivate the students – and 
some don’t even know the subject matter all that well.  They see the solution to the problem to be 
constant testing to ensure that certain material is covered and students are learning it.  Their view is 
that if the students do not pass the federal or state mandated standardized tests, their teachers 
should be fired or at least retrained.   
 

Others in the educational community are concerned about an over-emphasis on testing and teaching 
to the test.  They believe this actually stifles intellectual development and impedes learning.   
Some students just don’t do well on tests.  Others simply memorize answers, but don’t learn to think 
analytically or broadly.  They don’t learn to use reason or develop the logic and thinking skills they 
need to have when they graduate from high school. 
 

Many teachers, for their part, point out that they are underpaid and yet dip into 
their own pockets to get the school supplies their children need.  They would 
remind us that all too many of their students face challenges that were are not 
so prevalent in previous generations, and not the case with middle and upper 
income students.  Today too many come to school hungry and with health  
issues.  They often are tired, in pain, lacking dental care, and without the  
eyeglasses they need.  They are malnourished and, for many, the only meals 

they get are the ones they get at school.  And once they leave school, their home situation and 
neighborhood environment is not conducive for them to receive the educational enrichment many of 
us experienced and expect for our children.  Their parental situation often is less than ideal.  A  
mother may be working several jobs to make ends meet, with little time to help or supervise the child.  
Add to this the fact that many are not yet fluent in English.  Blaming the teacher for the effects of a 
larger dysfunctional social environment out of his or her control, misses the larger issues that need to 
be addressed.   
 

There are two additional issues which are part of the discussion.  The first is the issue of charter 
schools – which are as often public as private schools.  The foundational idea is to allow parents to 
choose which school their children attend and perhaps move them from low performing schools in 
economically challenged areas to higher performing schools in more advantaged areas.  The second 
is the issue of public versus private schools.  The proponents of private schools suggest that, in 
these schools, teachers are free of many of the bureaucratic constraints of public schools and the 
students perform better.  Opponents are concerned about using tax money that should support our 
already underfunded public and secular schools to support private and often sectarian schools.  They 
also oppose eroding the integrative function of public schools where students are supposed to learn 
in environments where they are with students from a variety of backgrounds and exposed to the 
democratic and egalitarian principles on which our great country is based.  
                                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 4.) 
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Quote number ten:   “In my 87 years I have witnessed a whole succession of technological  
revolutions.  But none of them has done away with the need for character in the individual or 
the ability to think.”  (Bernard Baruch, financier, presidential adviser).  Our technical prowess has 
outstripped our moral capacity.  We can now destroy far more efficiently than we can build, and we 

need to worry about how each new advance, whether in biology, chemistry, or physics can 
be used to harm rather than help mankind.  We need to stop and think about consequences.  
In short, the question is not what we can do, but what we should do.  The Masonic approach, 
of course, is to build rather than to destroy, to unite and conciliate rather than to provoke and 
divide, to focus on our common humanity rather than our differences.   
 

And finally, quote number eleven:  “The highest form of wisdom is kindness.”  (Torah).  In 
the long run, it is less important to be clever than to be compassionate, or to be sophisticated 
rather than sympathetic.  That sarcastic or derisive remark may yield a brief smile from our 
companions, but it is our good deeds that define our character and have a more lasting  
impact.  As Masons, we know which choice to make and therein lies our reputation and that 
of our fraternity.   
 

Fraternally,  
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These various strands of the current educational debate generate strong feelings on all sides, and 
each side has reasonable arguments.  So how are we to make sense of the debate?  As a lifelong 
professional educator let me offer my personal take on these issues.    
 

First, I agree that testing is necessary, but not to the exclusion of other learning.  Second, I agree  
that there are inadequate teachers who do need to either be weeded out or retrained, but the problem 
we face in education today transcends the issue of inadequate teachers.  There are a number of  
exogenous factors impacting our schools and the education they can provide.  These include funding 
schools from local real estate taxes which results in upper income school districts having funds for 
education not available in poorer neighborhoods.  It includes parental influences or the lack thereof, 
the effects of poverty, and the lack of discipline permitted in the classroom which allows a few  
disruptive students to prevent the whole class from learning.   
 

Third, I would note, as a foundational point, that our country has largely depended upon a free  
secular public education system that does not compete with, and is separate from, religious schools 
and religious doctrines.  Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite have been strong supporters of public 
education and, as we ponder how we can improve our schools and better educate our children, I 
hope we will continue to support our public education system and the teachers who devote their lives 
to our children. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Hector Mujica 

Petitions are available on-line at: 

https://alexandriascottishrite.org/sites/default/files/general/sr_petition_2011.pdf 
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“Let us drink together, fellows, as we did in days of yore.  And still enjoy the golden hours that 
Fortune has in store; the absent friends remembered be, in all that’s sung or said, and Love 
immortal consecrate the memory of the dead.” ― Albert Pike (Albert Pike>Quotes) 

 

Each year in spring, members of the Scottish Rite, specifically members of the Chapter of Rose 
Croix, conduct the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal.  This is a celebration of the lives of our 
Brethren who have passed.  We pause to reflect how each of them had an effect on our life’s course.  
And possibly, in a moment of memento mori; we contemplate how we may leave a lasting legacy for 
others to reflect upon during the time we have during this stage of our existence.   
 

Everything in Freemasonry has layers upon layers of nuanced reason and symbolism in which each 
Brother can find personal meaning.  The Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal is no different.   
If one digs deeply enough into the meaning behind this event, it is quite possible to suddenly discover 
that you are tumbling down the rabbit hole and finding wide ranges of religious and cosmic  
significance, as well as alchemic and psychological symbolism.  
 

1. In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. 2. And the earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. 3. And God said, “Let there be light: and there was light.” – Genesis  
Chapter 1 (The Holy Bible: King James Version 2000 First Book of Moses, Called Genesis 1). 

 

The Vernal Equinox:  These verses are extremely familiar to all Brethren.  They commemorate 
the Creator bringing light to the world.  They hold a very personal significance to all who seek  
enlightenment.  However, the chapter goes on.  The next verses state that even though our all  
beneficent, omnipotent Creator brings light to the world, and acknowledges the benefit of light he  
also recognizes a need for darkness: 
 

4.  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.    
5. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And the evening and the 
morning were the first day. – Genesis Chapter 1 (The Holy Bible: King James Version 2000 
First Book of Moses, Called Genesis 1). 
 

God is all powerful.  If it had been his will during creation, he could have eliminated all darkness, by 
simply stopping with FIAT LUX! One might suggest that God observed that the light is good, but he 
chose to allow some darkness to remain, simply dividing the light from the darkness.  And so, we 
have duality.   Since God is an all-powerful, loving Creator, we must assume that He sees a benefit in 
duality.   
 

Other commemorations of the Vernal Equinox:  The Vernal Equinox is a time where the  
rotation of the Earth on its polar axis, combined with its solar orbit, causes the duality between light 
and darkness to be equal over the course of the 24-hour day.  Every other day of the year (except for 
the Autumnal Equinox), the battle between darkness and light is unequal and one holds sway over 
the other by at least a one minute majority over the course of the 24-hour day.  In the Northern  
hemisphere, the Vernal Equinox represents a turning point in the annual battle between light and 
darkness; where light gradually begins to triumph over darkness.  Different cultures and religions 
commemorate light’s victory in different ways. 
 

In Japan, Haru-no-higan is the seven-day festival of Shunbun-no-hi (vernal equinox). During this  
festival, people celebrate the spirits of ancestors who have passed on by visiting graves and paying 
respect on the day of the equinox.  Centered on the Vernal Equinox, the festival starts three days  
prior to the event and ends on the sixth day. Although it is a commemoration of ancestors who have 
passed on and a reflection on the impact to the lives of the living, the holiday also celebrates an  
admiration of nature and a love for living things (Sakata, 2009). 
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Following the sun and traveling further around the globe, we find Persia.  The Zoroastrians, whose 
prophet, Zarathustra, is cited for some of the philosophy in our 20th degree, celebrate their New Year 
during the Spring Equinox.  They call the date Jamshed Navroz.  It is named after the first Persian 
King Jamshed, who introduced the Solar Calendar (Jamshed Navroz Date).    
 

The Jewish Pesach, (or Passover) happens every Spring as well.  As the earth slowly throws off  
the bonds of darkness, Passover celebrates the Israelites overthrowing the bonds of a tyranny 
through faith in the Almighty.  Even as this holiday celebrates the ultimate triumph of God over  
earthly tyranny, the duality is also acknowledged and commemorated through items on the Seder 
plate which remind the celebrants of the trials and suffering of the Israelites during their captivity in 
Egypt (The Seder Plate, The ingredients and the order of placement).   
 

The Christian cycle of holidays around the Vernal Equinox is Hebdomas Sancta or Holy Week.  
Some days during Holy Week are Palm Sunday, Spy Wednesday, Holy Thursday (AKA Maundy 
Thursday), Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, which leads to Easter Sunday.  Maundy Thursday  
commemorates the Last Supper and where Jesus issued the Mandatum Novum (New  
Commandment) (Holy Week). 
 

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another” – John 13:34 
 

Philadelphia, or brotherly love, is a foundation of our fraternity.  As we work toward brotherly love,  
we fulfill the Mandatum Novum.   
 

No matter your faith, there is something to be learned in all of these observances.  Haru-no-higan 
teaches us to reflect on those who have passed on and celebrate their influence on our lives.   
Jamshed Navroz, as well as the general philosophy of Zoroaster emphasizes the value of truth and 
virtue. Dadrawala, Pesach, or Passover, emphasizes the covenant between man and God.  Holy 
Thursday brings us the absolute new commandment to love one another.   
 

“That which causes us trials shall yield us triumph: and that which make our hearts ache shall 
fill us with gladness. The only true happiness is to learn, to advance, and to improve: which 
could not happen unless we had commenced with error, ignorance, and imperfection. We 
must pass through the darkness, to reach the light.”  ― Albert Pike (Albert Pike>Quotes). 
 

                                                                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 7.) 

What moves through us is a silence, a quiet sadness, a longing for one more day, one more word, 
one more touch. We may not understand why you left this earth so soon, or why you left before we 
were ready to say good-bye, but little by little, we begin to remember not just that you died, but that 

you lived. And that your life gave us memories too beautiful to forget. --- Author unknown 

Hubert L Allen   Robert D Fisher   Jerrold D Levy   Richard E Robinson 

Walter G Alvis   Andrew J Grass   Gerald N Linton   Jason W Snyder 

Fred A Buns   Jay M Gregg   Gary K Lyon   John W Spink 

Charles B Cirlin   Stuart K Harp   Berton M Mac Lean   Palmer G Tunstall 

Robert M Cohen   Herman G Himes   Howard S Maney   Richard B Wade 

Michael A Conner Sr   James W Judy Sr   Lee A Mc Bee   Keister L Walker 

John W Davison Jr   Paul E Kelley   John P Mc Intyre Sr   Kent S Webber 

Franklin T Doepel   William M Kendall   Murray R Pearson   Jesse C Wine 

Frank R Dunaway Jr   Curtis F Kirby   James S Petty   George K Wright 

Harry B Fairley   Walter W Lamb   Charles V Porch   Stanley E Zombro 

Remembrance and Renewal 

For Those Who Passed in 2016 

Thanks to Brother Richard E. Saunders, KCCH, Prelate, for the tribute above. 
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Duality reflected in the Spring Equinox:  Earlier, we saw that when the Creator saw that the 
light was good, he also recognized that humanity, having free will, has a need for duality to  
experience personal growth.  And so instead of simply letting the light eliminate the darkness, he  
divided the light from the darkness.  Carl Gustav Jung, Swiss Psychologist and founder of analytical 
psychology, also recognized the need for duality.  He postulated that we cannot achieve wholeness 
without integrating the dark side of the self.  He stated “Man can stand the most incredible hardships 
when he is convinced that they make sense.”  (Wong, 2012.)  Jung saw this need for duality as part 
of the transformational process necessary for personal growth.  Personal Growth could be considered 
part of a Magnum Opus or “Great Work” of transformation, allegorically related to the alchemist’s 
quest to produce the philosopher’s stone (Nigredo).   
 

Jung and Alchemy 
 

Many people consider the concept of Individuation to be one of Jung’s major contributions to the 
study of psychology.   Individuation is a process which generally comes later on in life. Development 
takes place over the entire continuum of a person’s existence.  The first part of life may be devoted  
to making one’s way and establishing oneself in the world.   As people go through the process of  
Individuation, they become more aware of how they remain an individual yet integrate into the whole 
of humanity (Mitchell).  
 

Jung found that rediscovery of the principles of alchemy was an important part of his pioneering  
work in psychology (Nigredo).  Three stages of the traditional Magnum Opus were the nigredo, or 
blackening, the rubedo, or reddening, and the albedo or whitening. (Magnum Opus (Alchemy)) Jung 
compared the nigredo, or black work of the alchemists with the often highly critical involvement  
experienced by the ego, until it accepts the new equilibrium brought about by the creation of the self 
(Nigredo).  Our negative experiences can bring us despair and darkness, until we recognize the 
meaning behind them and see the need for duality to bring growth and transformation.   
 

“We must pass through the darkness, to reach the light.” ― Albert Pike (Albert Pike>Quotes). 
 

Duality and Remembrance:  During the Vernal Equinox we celebrate the remembrance of 
brethren who have passed to that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.   We reflect  
on how each brother who has passed has contributed to our personal growth on our path to  
individuation. We also look forward to a renewal as we pass through the darkness to reach the light.  
But why is remembrance so important?   
 

From a dualistic perspective, let’s look at the opposite.  The ancient Romans used to have a penalty 
known as Damnatio memoriae, literally meaning "condemnation of memory," in other words, a person 
must not be remembered.  This dishonor could be passed as sentence by the Roman Senate on  
traitors or others who brought discredit to the Roman State (Damnatio memoriae).  The hated person 
was such a vile wretch that they wanted to make sure there was neither name nor remembrance.   
We must do the polar opposite of this to fulfill the Mandatum Novum.  We must remember.  
 

Fraternally, 

, KCCH 

 
Works Cited 

 Albert Pike>Quotes. (n.d.). Retrieved January 20, 2017, from GoodReads:  
         http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/69103.Albert_Pike. 

 Dadrawala, N. (n.d.). Zoroastrian Ethics and Morals. Retrieved January 25, 2017, from Tenets Zoroastrianism:  
         http://tenets.zoroastrianism.com/deen33i.html. 

 Damnatio memoriae. (n.d.). Retrieved January 28, 2017, from Wikipedia:  
         https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damnatio_memoriae. 
 

                                                                                                                                            (Continued on Page 8.) 



 

 

Biography of Gregory M. Valker, KCCH, Wise Master 

Wise Master’s Message 

                                                                                                                                                                    (Continued from Page 7.) 

Works Cited (Continued) 

 Holy Week. (n.d.). Retrieved January 28, 2017, from Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Week. 

 Jamshed Navroz Date. (n.d.). Retrieved January 25, 2017, from iloveinida.com:  
           http://festivals.iloveindia.com/jamshed-e-navroz/jamshed-navroz-date.html. 

 Magnum Opus (Alchemy). (n.d.). Retrieved January 29, 2017, from Wikipedia:  
         https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnum_opus_(alchemy). 

 Mitchell, G. (n.d.). Carl Jung & Jungian Analytical Psychology. Retrieved January 29, 2017, from Mind Development: 
         http://www.mind-development.eu/jung.html. 

 Nigredo. (n.d.). Retrieved January 29, 2017, from Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigredo. 

 Sakata, S. (2009, March 18). Celebrating Shunbun No Hi in Japan. Retrieved January 27, 2017, from The Nihon Sun  
         Japan's Online Culture & Travel Magazine:  
         http://www.nihonsun.com/2009/03/18/celebrating-shunbun-no-hi-in-japan/. 

 The Holy Bible: King James Version 2000 The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis 1. (n.d.).  
         Retrieved January 21, 2017, from Bartleby.com Great Books Online: http://www.bartleby.com/108/01/1.html. 

 The Seder Plate, The ingredients and the order of placement. (n.d.). Retrieved January 29, 2017, from Chabad.org:  
         http://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/pesach_cdo/aid/1998/jewish/The-Seder-Plate.htm. 

 Wong, D. P. (2012, January 9). The Depth Positive Psychology of Carl Jung (Encyclopedia of Positive Psychology).  
         Retrieved January 29, 2017, from Dr. Paul T Wong:  
         http://www.drpaulwong.com/the-depth-positive-psychology-of-carl-jung/. 

Brother Valker has worked for the past 20 years in the world of Cyber-Security.   
He has worked on contracts for the U.S. Army, Department of State, as well as  
Customs and Border Patrol.  He has a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Illinois State  
University, where he majored in Russian Studies and Political Science with Minors 
in Economics and Anthropology.  He also holds certifications as a CISSP, C|EH, 
and PMP.  In 2005, he was raised as a Master Mason at Herndon Lodge No. 264.  
He later affiliated with Olive Branch Lodge No. 114 where he served as Master in 
2014.  He joined the Scottish Rite in October 2005 and was invested with the KCCH 
in September 2015.  He is an Assistant Director on the Reunion stage crew. 

2 April 2017 - Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Tim Shrum, Event Chair 

Brethren: 
 

The Alexandria Scottish Rite 2017 Friends and Family Charity Dinner is 
shaping up to be a fantastic and exciting dinner!  Remember the dinner 
is on April 2, 2017, from 3:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the Fairview Park  
Marriott Hotel in Falls Church, Virginia.  
 

This year we are reaching out to businesses and already several are 
participating as sponsors.  In two of them there are clinicians who are 
very excited about learning more about what we do for RiteCare.  We have another business that is 
donating stain glass to be auctioned off.  There is still time for you to approach merchants you deal 
with and ask them to donate money, merchandize, or services to support children with language 
problems helped by our RiteCare charity. 
 

We have a full agenda and plenty of opportunities for you, your family, friends, and neighbors to have 
FUN and, at the same time, support a wonderful cause.  I am excited to report that this year we will 
have a significant number of individuals attending who are not members of the Masonic family.   
            (Continued on Page 9.)  
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This is our opportunity to show the public what we’re about as we raise money 
to support our Virginia RiteCare Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders 
Program and the House of the Temple.  Our goal for the dinner is two hundred 
people and we are well on our way to reaching it.  Please invite your  
neighbors, friends, and family to a showcase dinner.  
 

As you arrive at the dinner, you will walk into a room with a harp playing, and have the ability to  
enjoy some premiere scotch.  You also will have a great meal and be able to participate in a silent 
and live auction.  Given the expected attendance we are striving to have eighty-five items for the 
auction, so please consider donating an item for the auction (see the auction donation form on page 
10).   
 

Please register for the dinner as soon as you can; the sooner we know how many people  
are coming the better.  Browse the auction items and register for the dinner at  
http://alexandriascottishritecharityevent.org/.  Payment can be made using PayPal or by 
check. Thanks again for making last year’s dinner an incredible success.  With your continued  
support the 2017 dinner will be even better.  
 

Sincerely and Fraternally 
Tim Shrum  

Inaugural Meeting of the Loudoun Scottish Rite Club 
 Norman L. Hoff, Jr., 33° 

The Loudoun Scottish Rite Club had its inaugural meeting at Ashburn-Sterling Lodge on 18 January 
with 14 Alexandria Scottish Rite Brothers present, including Alexandria Valley's Venerable Master, 
Allen Beckner, KCCH, and Wise Master, Greg Valker, KCCH.  Following dinner, we discussed  
plans for coming meetings and selected the Charter Officers to preside until regularly elected  
Officers are elected in June for the ensuing July through June Club year.  The Charter Officers are:  
President - Ray Bacchus; First Vice President - Kevin Homan; Second Vice President - Tim Shrum; 
Treasurer - Thonh Mejias; Secretary - Joel (Skip) Chapman. 
 

The Club will meet at 7pm on the 3rd Wednesday of each month and has planned dinner meetings 
and programs that are open to Masons, family and friends.   
 

The 15 February meeting will be at Clyde's Willow Creek Farm, 42920 Broadlands Blvd, Broadlands, 
VA; the program is Enlightening the Profane.  RSVP by 10 Feb. 
 

The 15 March meeting will be at Ashburn-Sterling Lodge No. 288, 43881 Waxpool Road, Ashburn, 
VA; the program: Scottish Rite Etiquette.  RSVP by 10 March. 
 

The 19 April meeting will be at Magnolia's at the Mill, 198 North 21st St, Purcellville, VA; the program: 
Ladies at the Table.  RSVP by 14 April.   
 

While private meeting rooms will be reserved, the restaurant's meals will be ordered from the menu 
and paid for by each attendee.  To ensure appropriate accommodations are provided, please RSVP 
to the Club Secretary at Secretary.lsrc@gmail.com. 
 

Club membership dues are $12 for the 1 July 2017 - 30 June 2018 club year and, in this initial year, 
dues paid now will cover the extended January 2017 through June 2018 period.  Cash or checks 
made out to Loudoun Scottish Rite Club may be paid to the Club Secretary. 
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Brethren: 
 

Once again it is my privilege to invite you to attend the 2017 Virginia Scottish Rite 
Conference Spring Workshop presented by the Portsmouth Scottish Rite and 
hosted at the Richmond Scottish Rite Temple on Saturday, March 25, 2017, at 
4204 Hermitage Road in Richmond (telephone 804-264-2050). 
 

The Workshop begins with donuts and coffee, served from 8:30 a.m. until  
9:30 a.m.  The Workshop starts promptly at 9:30 am and features Ill. James Dean 
Cole, 33°, SGIG, and a special program as well as a message from our Grand 
Master, MW Vernon Stuart Cook.  In addition there will be updates from the eight 
Valleys that make up the Scottish Rite Orient of Virginia.  At noon, the Workshop 
ends and we proceed to the cafeteria where the Richmond Brothers serve us some of the best fried  
chicken and fixings you’ve ever had.  Best of all, there is no cost for this event to enjoy the  
outstanding hospitality of the Richmond Valley.  The Alexandria Valley recommended attire is a navy 
blue blazer, gray slacks, blue button-down shirt and our Alexandria Valley tie.  No caps are required 
for this event. 
 

Last year we had the largest group of Brothers attend and support our Valley in Richmond.   
Ill. Roger Firestone and Ill. Dave Morris did an outstanding job of rallying our Brethren to attend.   
 

Please join me as your Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection as well as your Alexandria  
Valley’s Vice President to the Scottish Rite Conference, and let’s make the Workshop another  
major success! 
 

Please contact the Valley Secretary at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org or call 703-998-9044 
with your plan to attend this event.  Our Richmond Brethren need our anticipated numbers to  
prepare breakfast and lunch for all attendees. 
 

It’s always more fun to travel together and get to know your Brothers.  I hope you will take  
advantage of this opportunity for sharing food, fellowship and pertinent information. 
 

Fraternally, 

25 March Scottish Rite Workshop in Richmond 
  Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection  
   and Scottish Rite Conference Vice President for the Alexandria Valley 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships 
 Harold A. Chadsey, KCCH, Scholarship Chair 

Scholarships Applications due by March 31, 2017 
Just a brief reminder Brethren, that applications for one of the ten Glass Scholarships must be  
completed and returned to the Alexandria Scottish Rite before 31 March for consideration.  Each of 
the ten $1,000 scholarships are awarded to a high school senior or a current awardee now in college.  
The applicant must be a member of one of our Masonic Youth Organizations (i.e., DeMolay, Jobs 
Daughters, or Rainbow) or related to a current or former member of our Valley.  The link to the  
application can be found on the Alexandria Scottish Rite Home page  
(http://alexandriascottishrite.org).   

http://alexandriascottishrite.org
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Spring Reunion—A One-Day Conferral 
 Paul R. Evancoe, 33º  

Our Spring Reunion will take place on Saturday, April 29.  That’s right, our Spring Reunion will be  
only one day!  What does this rare opportunity mean for recruiting new members?  It means 
you can tell all your prospective Scottish Rite Brother Masons that they only need to obligate one  
Saturday, instead of two in order to join the Alexandria Scottish Rite at this Spring Reunion. 
 

Membership is the lifeblood of any volunteer organization, and Alexandria Scottish Rite is no  
exception.  We continue to lose more members to the Celestial Lodge annually than our Reunions 
are replacing.  We understand today’s culture has many conflicting demands on our free time.  We 
understand that today’s demands are different than those we experienced 10-20 years ago.  This is a 
great opportunity for those Masons who have always wanted to become 32º Scottish Rite Masons but 
couldn’t obligate two consecutive Saturdays.  Please tell them we heard their privation and, after 
lengthy Executive Council discussion, holding a one -day reunion is our solution. 
 

We have historically enjoyed a large class when we offered a one-day Reunion, and that is exactly 
what we want to see again.  Please pull out all the stops, canvas every Mason you encounter or 
know, and bring us their petitions for membership.  Our goal is a class of 50 or more.  With  
everyone’s help we can accomplish this. 
 

And, in connection with our Reunions, we want to express our thanks and appreciation to  
Mrs. Diane Fadley who, in the name of her late Husband, our dear Brother Ill. Harry Fadley, has been 
providing the Valley with delicious apples for our Reunion lunches.   

The 2016 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award 

In addition to recognizing the 2016 Heads of Bodies 
for their outstanding service, and presenting  
Certificates of Merit and Certificates of Appreciation  
to those selected to receive this recognition at our  
Executive Council meeting (see January-February 
2017 Bulletin for the list), at our January 13 Awards 

Dinner and Installation, we also presented our annual Community Service award. 
 

The Valley recognizes that, as important as the doctors 
are, when we are in the hospital our speedy recovery is so very dependent 
on the nurses who take care of us.  We wanted, therefore, to recognize a 
distinguished nurse, and we found one in Ms. Vanessa Johnson. 
 

Ms. Johnson’s credentials are impressive.  She has a Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing from North Carolina Agricultural and State University.  She is a 
Registered Nurse (RN), has an MBA from Marymount University, and among 
her numerous certifications, is Board Certified as an Emergency Nurse 
(CEN) and as a Pediatric Emergency Nurse (CPEN). 
 

Her work experience is equally impressive.  She has been the charge nurse for women’s services  
on an Ambulatory Medical and Pediatric Unit, a staff and charge nurse on a Medical/Surgical ICU/
CCU unit, the Clinical Director of a general medical and telemetry unit, the charge nurse of an  
Emergency Department, the founding Member of the Inova Health System sexual assault nurse  
examiner program, and currently is the Clinical Director of the Inova Alexandria Hospital’s Emergency  
Department.   
 

Ms. Johnson’s calling as a nurse is only one part of her larger calling as a humanitarian, a caring  
soul whose volunteerism has included participation in numerous walks to benefit the American Heart 
Association, Juvenile Diabetes, Capital Renal/Kidney Foundation, Breast Cancer, Walk for the Cure, 
March for Babies, and to cure Women’s Cancer.                                                                (Continued on Page 13.) 

Certificate of Merit 
Ill. Douglas L. Jordan, 33° 

2016 Retiring Heads of the Four Bodies 
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She has engaged in fundraising efforts to include bake sales, candy sales and food drives for local 
charities, and participated in food drives for local adult senior food pantries.  She has volunteered  
to conduct school physicals in Alexandria City and Fairfax County, and volunteered for panel  
discussions about healthcare careers.  Ms. Johnson also has helped on family projects to provide 
school supplies for a feeder elementary school, donated hats, gloves and scarves to a local  
elementary school to provide for poor students during the winter months, donated food, diapers,  
toiletries and paper goods to a local homeless shelter, and sponsored a Trick or Treat event at a  
local homeless shelter for children who might have otherwise ventured out into dangerous situations.  
In short, Ms. Johnson’s mantra has always been to find ways to contribute to others. 
 

The Valley was honored to recognize Ms. Johnson with a certificate and check, to welcome her  
husband, family and colleagues to our dinner, and to hear the inspirational story of her experiences.   

The 2016 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award 
                                                                                                                                                                         (Continued from Page 12.) 

Additional Pictures of the Awards Dinner and Installation 

All photographs taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33°   

Certificate of Appreciation to the Cast of the 29th Degree, Scottish Knight of Saint Andrew . 

Certificate of Appreciation 
Peter E. Terrill, KCCH 

Certificate of Appreciation 
 J. Patrick Weyant, Jr., KCCH 

James Newcomer, Jr., KCCH, Chef Extraordinaire 
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Additional Pictures of the Awards Dinner and Installation 

All photographs taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33°  

Certificate of Appreciation to Alexandria Valley Knights of  St. Andrew 

Certificate of Appreciation to 2016 Friends and Family Dinner  

2017 Heads of the Four Bodies  Some of the 2017 Officers being installed. 

Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Venerable Master 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 



 

 Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Mar-Apr 2017    Page 15 

MARCH 2017 
 

March 10 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-Meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by Feb. 7)  
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Rose Croix & Lodge of Perfection) 
 

March 15  - 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club Meeting 
Ashburn-Sterling Lodge 
(Reservations by Feb. 10) 
7:00 p.m. Social Time 
7:30 p.m. Dinner & Meeting 
 

March 22  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Mar. 17 
 

March 25 – 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Scottish Rite Conference of VA 
Spring Workshop 
Richmond, VA 

 
 
 

APRIL 2017 
 

April 1  –  8:00 a.m. 
Grand Lodge of VA 
Division Leadership Conf. 
Alexandria SR Temple 
 

April 2  –  3:30 p.m. 
FRIENDS & FAMILY 
DINNER & AUCTION 
Fairview Park Marriott  
Falls Church, Virginia 
 

April 14  –  6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Consistory, Council of Kadosh, 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 

April 19  -  7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun S/R Club Social 
Magnolia’s at the Mill, Purcellville, VA 
(Reservations by Apr. 14) 
 

April 26  -  6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Cassia Lodge-Woodstock 
(Reservations by April 21) 

 
April 29  –  8:00 a.m. 
SPRING REUNION 
One Day Reunion 
Light Breakfast at  
7:15 a.m. in Dining Room 
 

MAY 2017 
 

May 12  –  6:00 p.m. 
LADIES NIGHT 
Pre-Meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by May 9) 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 

May 17  -  7:00 p.m.—Social Hour 
Loudoun S/R Club Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Dinner & Meeting 
 

May 20  -  6:00 p.m. 
Celebrating the Craft 
House of the Temple 
Washington, DC 
 

May 24  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by May 19) 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Secretary’s Southeast Corner 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º,  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2017: 
Scholarship applications for High School seniors and renewals will be accepted,  
through March 31, 2017.  The forms are available on our website or you can contact  
the Valley office.  (See article on page 11.) 
 

PAYING FOR MEMBERSHIP BY CREDIT CARD: 
In order to use the online payment method or to use a credit card for payment to the Valley,  
YOU NEED to have an E-mail address on file. 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAM - Brothers SUSPENDED for over 2 years:  
Do you know a Brother who has been suspended for non-payment of membership?  We have  
a special program that will allow him to return to good standing by sending in a request for  
reinstatement along with his current years membership dues of $120.00.  No vote will be required.  
But YOU need to let the suspended Brother know about this program, as he is not receiving this  
Bulletin. 
 

WHO WON THE DUDLEY WATCH? 
We had the drawing for the Dudley Masonic Watch at our annual 
awards dinner.  Our Community Award recipient, Mary Johnson,  
Clinical Director of the Emergency Department of INOVA Alexandria 
Hospital pulled out the winning ticket for us.  The winner of the Masonic 
watch, valued at over $4,000.00, was Brother Brian Block.  Brother 
Howard Sobel, KCCH, presented the watch to him, in his Lodge.  
 
 

 

Membership Cards for 2017: 
You will receive your new card after you pay your 2017 membership dues.  If you 
have not received your card 15 days after payment, please contact the Valley. 

Get a Petition 
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS ROY M. HEASTER, 33° 

Treasurer Emeritus 
 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
ALLEN D. BECKNER, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
GREGORY M. VALKER, KCCH  

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
B. RICHARD LAAKEN, KCCH  

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
HECTOR N. MUJICA, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple II, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  


