
 

 

November — December 2015 

NOVEMBER  ——  MEETING  DATE  CHANGE 
November 20, 2015, Pre-meeting dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

Call the Secretary at 703.998.9044 for reservations 

Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia 
AlexandriaScottishRite.org 

NEED  —  Your Help!! 
Nominations for 2015 Valley Awards 

(See article on Page 7.) 

Every year each of us has a birthday.  Some are more exciting than others.  When we are 
quite young – it means a party and that’s always fun.  When we get a bit older, we look  
forward to being able to drink or drive or vote.  Then comes a time when birthdays seem 
to be a blur as year follows year, and we are wrapped up in raising a family and building a 
career.  During these years we are more concerned with making special the birthdays of 
our children, our spouse, and our friends, than being concerned about our own. 
 

As we continue our journey to build our life and find our place in the overall scheme of things, we have  
occasion to watch those journeying ahead of us as they climb their mountain; and we cannot fail to  
notice that as they reach the top, they seem to fall off.  Thus, we learn that as each calendar year has a 
beginning and an end – so, too, do our lives.  But, while we know with great precision when the  
calendar year will come to an end, mercifully we often cannot see too clearly when our life will conclude.   
 

If this is a bit somber, it is because too many of my friends have reached the end of their lives and I miss 
them, and also because I reached one of these milestones, one of those special birthdays, when one of 
the cards I received said: “congratulations for making it this far.”  Another gently suggested – “if you knew 

you were going to live this long, you probably would have taken better care of your body.”   
 

The takeaway is that these milestones are reminders that our time is not unlimited, and that  
we need to redouble our efforts to accomplish what we want to achieve.  And this brings to mind 
another card I received which said:  “That man is a success who is happy with himself and 
gives happiness to others,” and went on to say to me “Happy Birthday to a man who makes the 
world a better place simply by being a part of it.”  Very kind words from a dear and treasured 
friend; a bit of hyperbole, but certainly aspirational, because I would like to be that kind of  

person.  And this card points out the important lesson that we are most fulfilled when we reach out  
beyond our own self-interest and think about others.  It is the right thing to do; it is the Masonic thing to 
do. 
 

But how do I get from here to there.  It’s not easy.  Oh, I know that I am far from perfect, 
but it seems that while I can quite easily pick out the bad habits of those around me, I 
tend to miss most of my own and be more tolerant of those I do recognize.   
 

I guess I may have gotten too comfortable in my own skin, too self-satisfied, and too 
ready to make excuses for myself.  So if I want to improve, the first step is to try to see 
myself as clearly as others see me.  The second step is to be willing to admit where I 
have gone wrong.  But the third step is both more important and more difficult.  It is to 
be willing to change, and to do better in the future – and I am!   
 

                                                                                                                                       (Continued on Page 2.) 

Personal Representative’s Message 
 Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 



 

 

Sacred Circular Geometry:  The Philosophical Elements of the Circumpunct 
Worshipful Jonathan T. Ruark, Past Master 

Sacred Geometry is a very complex and detailed science relevant to the mathematical analysis of  
G-d’s creation.  There have been many tomes dedicated to the various facets of this art.  Therefore, 
in order to narrow the scope, I have decided to focus this paper on the topic of sacred  
circular geometry.   
 
The Circumpunct 
The point within a circle that we are introduced to in the Entered Apprentice degree struck me as a 
very special symbol, and the more I researched it, the more profound it became.  It can 
only be drawn with the Mason’s tool that represents the spiritual or heavenly things; the  
compasses.  Since the point within a circle is derived from a spiritual tool, it therefore 
must be a heavenly symbol.  In fact, upon reflection, we find that G-d is the point, and 
the universe is the circle around it.

1
  The symbolic link of the Divine and this symbol  

crosses ages and civilizations.   
 

If G-d is the point of infinite energy and the source of all creation, then let’s explore how He began 
creation from nothingness.  First, if there is nothing, then the theory of relativity tells us that there is 
nothing in relation to Him.  He exists without time or space.  But if He wishes to create, He must  
will space to be created in order to have room for creation.  Since G-d is perfect and uniform, we  
represent the radiation of space from the center point to be a uniform and perfect circle.  We now 
have space for G-d to create.  Being perfect, He moves one unit of radius to the edge of the first  
circle and creates a second circle of the same size.  This is alluded to in the creation story where “In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the spirit of God moved across the face of the waters 
and God said, let there be light, and there was light”

2
  In fact, in some translations of the Bible,  

circular geometry is a given as it can be translated in Proverbs 8:27 “When he prepared the heavens, 
I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth.”

3 

 
 
                                                                                                                              (Continued on Page 3.) 

Personal Representative’s Message 
                                                                                                                                           (Continued from Page 1.) 

It can be hard to do this alone, but sometimes risky to ask others to help.  Of course, being a Mason, 
there is less risk.  I am fortunate to have so many good Brethren to set the example, and to whisper 
good counsel not just to keep me from going astray, but to help me to grow into that better person I 
want to become.   
 

As we enter the holiday season, each of us might wish to reflect on the role we might play in the  
lives of others and in our community if we were willing to take the time and make the effort.  I hope 
you will be motivated and do something for yourself, something for your family, something for your 
community, and, yes, something for your Brethren in Masonry. 
 

God bless and happy holidays.  
 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 
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Vesica Piscis 
This symbol is known as the Vesica Piscis, literally translating to “fish bladder.”   
The mathematical ratio of the height of the vesica piscis to the width across its  
center is the square root of 3.

4
  This gives it more significance as a divine number. 

The hypotenuse of a square with sides of length 1 is the square root of 2, while this  
geometric figure generates the square root of 3 and with other calculations can  
create the square root of 5.  Another way to generate the square root of 3 is by 
measuring the distance between opposite corners inside of a perfect cube; a symbol of perfection or 
squaring the circle.   
 

Symbolically, the vesica piscis has many meanings.  To begin, when placed in a vertical 
orientation, it can represent the duality of the earthly and the heavenly, and represent the 
alchemical doctrine of “as above, so below.”  Christians have symbolically linked Jesus 
Christ to this joining of the heavenly and the earthly.

5
  This shape is also the foundation for 

the fish symbol associated with Jesus, the Ichthys, and alludes to his miracles with fish, 
such as the full fishing nets and the feeding of the thousands.

6 
 

When viewed in a horizontal orientation, with the vesica piscis standing vertical, it 
becomes the symbol of the sacred feminine by its similarity to the shape of the  
female anatomy.  I find this fascinating since it balances the circumpunct as a male 
symbol and continues to support the hermaphroditic qualities of the creator as  
mentioned in other esoteric texts.  This orientation has been used in Christian art to 
enclose Saints, the Madonna, and even Christ himself. 
 

Keep in mind that so far we are representing creation in only a two-dimensional manner.  
This also works in three dimensions with spheres and cross sections of them.   
 
 

Continuing around 
After G-d has created once, he will continue to create again, moving around the second 
circle in a perfect manner, especially toward the next innermost circular point.

7
  His next creation  

produces a linking of three rings, also called the Borromean rings.  The perfectly aligned 
circles have their center points aligned in an equilateral triangle formation.  As the  
equilateral triangle represents Holy Trinity in York Rite Masonry, so do the Borromean 
rings represent it as well.  The Borromean rings are a symbol of the Christian Trinity as 
far back as 13th century manuscripts.

8   

 

Creation continues around the center circle to add a 4th, 5th and 6th circle, representing the  
associated days of creation.  This complete 6-petal flower is where our geometry becomes  
interesting. 
 

The Seed of Life 
The newly created 7 circle flower is known as the Genesis Pattern, or the seed of life, 
and is thus explained.  We described earlier how each surrounding circle represents 
the days of creation, but this perfect figure has further knowledge buried within it.  Not 
only is this shape useful in geometrically defining other mathematical proofs, but is a 
foundation for other areas of creation.  Taken as a three dimensional figure, we can  
visualize this as a cluster of cell-like spheres.  The center of these compacted spheres 
form a perfect cube.  The mystics of the past did not know the microscopic scientific  
explanations for the purpose of the seed of life.  Today, we know that the human  
embryo forms this figure on the third day after fertilization.

10
  

                                                                                                                                                               (Continued on Page 4.) 
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Also, by connecting the tips of the six flower petals of the seed of life, a perfect  
hexagon is created; as the honeycomb is found in nature. 
 
 

The Egg and Flower of Life 
The intelligent design of the Architect doesn’t stop there.  By continuing this pattern on 
the outer circles, we will eventually arrive at what is known as the Egg of Life.  This is another  
allusion to the beginning of creation.  Repeat again, and we result in the Flower of Life.  This  
pattern has been found around the world, from several cultures which could never have met.   
It has been found in Ireland, Turkey, England, Israel, Egypt, China, Tibet, Greece, Japan, Sweden, 
Lapland, Iceland, the Yucatan, and several other places.  It’s everywhere! 
 

What is fascinating about the Flower of Life is that it stops at three rotations of the 
pattern.  Often it is encompassed by a circular border to contain the knowledge.  It 
has been recorded that this was no accident.  The ancient mystery schools knew 
that another round of circular geometry yielded a far more important symbol, the 
Fruit of Life. 
 

The Fruit of Life 
By going beyond the third rotation and onto the 4th rotation, we end up in the 
mystery schools.  Extending the Flower of Life to the outer parameter and  
detailing the circles that extend in the 6 directions from the center, we can  
create the Fruit of Life.  This pattern, as the mystics knew it, is one of the  
primordial patterns that all creation is based upon.   
 
Metatron’s Cube 
The Fruit of Life is so powerful because with it, we are able to trace another  
foundational pattern.  If we connect the feminine, circular shapes via straight,  
masculine lines, and ensuring that all possible paths are connected, we complete a 
diagram called Metatron’s Cube.  Metatron is an archangel in Judaism that is known 
as a celestial scribe, or “recording angel.”

16
  Metatron’s Cube when deconstructed  

contains the blueprints for all of the platonic solids. 
 
Platonic solids 
A Platonic solid is a regular, convex polyhedron. It is constructed by congruent regular polygonal  
faces with the same number of faces meeting at each vertex.

18
  Five solids meet those criteria, and 

each is named after its number of faces.  Like the seed of life before them, these platonic solids have 
been scientifically proven to be the primary lattice structures for crystal structures, viruses, and other 
protein structures.  These were constructed as far back as 4,000 B.C.!  

 

 

 
 
 

 

In conclusion, we have briefly demonstrated the relationship from the Mason’s compass to an  
abstraction of creation, which, when iterated upon, reconstructs divine proportions that are the  
foundational building blocks of life.  When one reflects on this, it supports the idea of an intelligent 
design set by a Grand Architect of the Universe.  I encourage the reader to continue to research for 
himself the Flower of Life and its geometrical, philosophical, and spiritual implications.     

Sacred Circular Geometry: The Philosophical Elements of the Circumpunct 
                               (Continued from Page 3.) 

(Continued on Page 5.) 

13 

14 

15 

17 

19 

The Egg of Life 



 

 

Sacred Circular Geometry: The Philosophical Elements of the Circumpunct 
                                                                                                        (Continued from Page 4.) 

Endnotes_____________________ 
1
 Albert Pike, Morals and Dogma 

2
 Genesis 1:1-3, KJV 

3
 Webster’s Bible Translation 

4
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vesica_piscis 

5
 
 
Lawlor, p.33 

6
 http://www.halexandria.org/dward097.htm 

7
 The Ancient Secret of the Flower of Life, Vol 1., Drunvalo Melchizedek, page XX 

8
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borromean_rings 

9
 http://www.liv.ac.uk/~spmr02/rings/trinity.html 

10 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_embryogenesis 

11 
http://mathworld.wolfram.com/images/egs-gif/SeedofLife_700.gif 

12 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_embryogenesis 

13 
http://www.sacred-geometry.es/sg/sites/default/files/images/2D_Octahedron_in_Seed.png 

14 
http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/imagenes_ciencia/geomsag06_01.gif 

15
 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c1/Fruit-of-Life_Stages_61-circles-to-13-circles_800px.jpg 

16 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metatron 

17
 http://ults.wpengine.netdna-cdn.cm/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Metatrons-Cube.jpg 

18
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platonic_solid 

19 
http://www.technologyuk.net/mathematics/geometry/images/geometry_0185.gif 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Nov–Dec 2015   Page 5 

FALL & PREVIOUS CLASS MEMBERS 
Your rings, patents, caps & cap boxes will be available by December 11, 2015.   
To pick them up, please see me or our Tiler, Ben Browning, KCCH.   
 

NOW MAY BE THE TIME – For Your Life Membership 
As you know, our dues increased to $120 a year beginning January 2016, and a dues increase is a good 
time to think more about Life Membership.  If you are current and have paid your 2015 dues, the cost for 
Life Membership is still $1,275.00 (If age 75 or over it is $850.00) until the end of 2015.   
 

Beginning in 2016, Life Membership will be $2,040 (If age 75 or over it will be $1,360).  This is still a good 
buy and, for older Scottish Rite Masons, a great way to leave a legacy that will continue to help your  
Valley and future generations of your Scottish Rite Brethren. 
 

DO YOU HAVE DIETARY CONCERNS? 
When signing up for dinners, please let the Secretary know of any dietary restrictions so that the  
caterer can be informed—which will make a better experience for all.  Your good health is our  
primary concern. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD to 2016: 
 

AWARDS BANQUET AND INSTALLATION:   
This will occur on Friday January 8, 2016, beginning at 6 p.m.  Please invite your ladies and don’t  
forget our Scottish Rite widows! 
 

SUPREME COUNCIL REGIONAL WORKSHOP 
In 2016 the Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, will hold three regional Workshops; March 18–19 in 
Houston, TX, April 1–2 in Phoenix, AZ and the one for our area in Charlotte, North Carolina, April 14 -15, 
2016.  If you are interested in attending please contact the Secretary’s office at 703-998-9044. 
 

SCOTTISH RITE CONFERENCE OF VIRGINIA SPRING WORKSHOP 
Also in 2016, the Richmond Valley will host the Orient of Virginia’s Spring Workshop on March 26, 2016.  
All Scottish Rite Brethren are invited to attend. 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS – they are almost here. 
Please enjoy the upcoming holidays with your family; remember just how important they are to us, and to 
our efforts in Masonry to make this a better country and world.  

Secretary’s Southeast Corner 
 Ill. David C. Morris, 33º,  General Secretary of all Four Bodies 
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Venerable Master’s Message:  
 Earl R. Jones, 33º, Venerable Master, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Thanks to the officers and members who made 2015 a success!  There have been so 
many accomplishments, personal recognitions, and bulletin-worthy discussions.  I see 
the closing of the year as the continuation of remarkable performances of selfless 
work, timeless commitments, and a true sense of order out of our worldly chaos.  It 
soon became obvious to me that the Valley had the support of every member, those in 
full stride with new directions, those with reservations that traditional ways were being  
challenged, and those more wise members who were able to see all: the positive and 
the sometimes questionable.  In the end, the Valley pulled together, debated in the most-friendly 
manner, and drafted our near and long-term future.  The casual observer would readily notice how 
dozens of men, from so many walks of life very capably found solutions when their collective interests 
needed attention.  In any recollection, it is practical to recall the many highlights of the year, and I will 
use some of this space to do just that.  Before I walk down memory road, it must not be overlooked 
that the Alexandria Valley is strong, resilient, and on the move to ensure that those in the coming 
years will have the benefit of a collective think tank, free of any undue influences albeit that of our 
own good conscience. 
 

The Trustees were challenged early on to blaze a path for the next 5, 10 and 20 years.  Chaired by 
Ill. Larry Alexander, these entrusted guardians presented concepts of where and how the Valley can 
grow.  It is not easy to foresee the future and certainly not one that has any degree of reliability or  
validity.  Nonetheless, we were offered many options for us to collectively consider.  The work of our 
trustees will be a magnet for me to attend and keep abreast of our Valley’s growth. 
 

Our Spring and Fall Reunions were successes in that we added 46 new Masters of the Royal Secret.  
The casts continue to impress with their resourcefulness in presenting meaningful lessons, all  
directed at the overarching goal to add light to our personal journeys.  These lessons are furthered at 
the monthly meeting when Ill. Loyd Davis presents what has become affectionately known as “the 
rest of the story.”  In his 15-20 minute lessons, Brother Loyd shares details not always captured in the 
degree presentation, and often linked to other Blue Lodge and Scottish Rite degrees.  If you have yet 
to hear these short lessons, you are truly missing an opportunity to broaden your knowledge.    
 

In 2015, the Valley incorporated a novel approach to the decorum and structure of the monthly  
meetings.  On those months when more than one body is scheduled to meet, all the Officers are 
seated at their Station and the transition from one body to another is seamless.  The result saves 
time, and those at their Stations are able to regularly meet their counterparts.  Over the year, I 
watched as the awkwardness in the early months became small group discussions at the several 
places the Brethren were seated. Those discussions invariably continued in the ante-rooms after the 
meetings.  
 

Getting to the recorded accomplishments of the Valley in 2015:  Our Annual Awards night in January 
recognized several worthy Scottish Rite members but also included three local organizations.  The 
community groups were acknowledged for their work to assist struggling families in their community.  
The Valley presented them with our Valley certificate and a contribution to help their work. 
 

The Remembrance and Renewal Ceremony in March, conducted by Bob Williams, KCCH, Wise  
Master, Chapter Rose Croix, was a most memorable evening.  RW Williams adeptly brought the  
purpose of our ceremony to the forefront sharing his views about the friends who have passed and 
connected them to the friends we share now.  His recollection of several of our Brothers in the  
Celestial Lodge brought smiles to many faces in the room.  It is a ceremony in which we collectively 
pause, reflect, and contemplate our own station on this journey.  It is a brief pause, yet necessary in 
our otherwise daily hurries. 
 

                                                                                                                                   (Continued on Page 7.) 



 

 

Venerable Master’s Message:  
 Earl R. Jones, 33º, Venerable Master, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

In June, three of Northern Virginia’s hardest working, dedicated, and learned professionals were  
recognized at our Teacher’s Appreciation Dinner and Award Night.  We captured the thoughts of  
Ms. Maria Magallanes who teaches in our Alexandria Public School system in the September-
October Bulletin.  Take a minute to re-read her essay, “Teaching: a calling not a Job” which is a  
personal account of why she became a teacher.  I am confident that her drive and motivation to 
groom our future adults is something we all can appreciate.  The Teacher’s Recognition Dinner is a 
gold star in our Valley’s community outreach and one that is becoming known throughout our area. 
 

The Feast of Tishri was celebrated in September under the excellent steerage of Chris Chrzanowski, 
our Master of Ceremonies.  His committee collaborated to make the evening memorable with a fine 
meal and a great guest speaker:  Ill. and Most Worshipful Jay Pearson, 33°, Past Grand Master of 
Masons in South Carolina.  Ill. Pearson shared his perceptions and lessons of Masonry as they relate 
to the purpose of the Feast.  He linked fellowship, caring, and nurturing of friendships as necessary 
requirements for successful social gatherings in our communities as well as in our Lodges.  By Past 
Grand Master standards, it was a brief presentation, but one that was as exact and on point as we 
have heard in some time. 
 

As noted in his comments, Ill. Cohen cited the Scottish Rite Conference which we hosted in  
September as nothing less than superb.  The participation and presence of Alexandria members was 
inspiring.  Thank you all for such outstanding work.  Additionally, we realized the efforts of Peter  
Terrill, KCCH, who took on the VMAP for our Valley.  In less than a year, he has us poised to receive 
the Supreme Council’s recognition for accomplishing the VMAP objectives.  To watch so many  
Brethren labor over so many difficult tasks, and then humbly dismiss the accolades, explains how we 
have so much success as a Valley. 
 

In the end, the year was successful, not because of the Venerable Master or any one Body, but  
because every officer in all four Bodies worked with the Valley’s leadership and members.  Our goals 
are identified, some already achieved; benchmarks are set, and we have additional objectives.  My 
sincerest thanks for your patience and for letting me be a part of an incredible Brotherhood.  As I ebb 
back to the Level, I must acknowledge great leadership of Ill. Dave Morris and Ill. Ed Cohen.  For 
your particular support this year, thank you. 
 

If there is one achievement that means the most to me, it was the recognition by the Supreme  
Council of our two new 33° IGH and nine new KCCHs.  I have worked with each of them and I know 
that they have earned every word of the ceremonies in which they were honored.   
 

Does anyone ever wonder why John Tillery, KCCH, is so happy when the Consistory is meeting?  Semper Fi. 
 

Fraternally, Earl 
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On January 8, 2016, before our installation of officers, and our Valley meeting, we 
have our annual awards dinner.  Two of the awards given that evening are the  
Valley Certificates of Appreciation for outstanding work done in 2015 and the Valley 
Certificates of Merit for longer term efforts which have benefited the Valley over the 
past several years.   
 

How do we select those who will receive these awards?  We rely on nominations we 
have received from all of you.  Then at our December 11 Executive Council meeting, we  
discuss those nominated and select the Brethren who will receive these awards.  SO - your input is 
essential and we invite you to send in your nominations to the Personal Representative, our General 
Secretary, Ill. Dave Morris, or to the head of one of the Alexandria Scottish Rite Bodies between now 
and our December meeting.   

Wanted: Your Nominations for 2015 Alexandria Scottish Rite Awards 



 

 

The 2016 Budget 
J. Patrick Weyant, Jr., KCCH, Budget Referent on Valley Finance & Budget Committee 

Brethren- 
 

In the few years that I have been a member of the Budget 
committee for the Alexandria Valley, it has been a difficult 
task to deliver a budget to you.  Although I have felt we 
have delivered a realistic picture for the year, the red ink 
normally contained in it made it very difficult to look all of 
you in the eye.   
 

As you know, it has been necessary during these past 
years to request money from our building fund to balance 
the Budget and pay our normal bills as they came due.   
 

This was not as a result of profligate spending.  The  
Budget and Finance Committee had each year carefully 
scrubbed the budget, and it should be noted that we 
were able to increase spending in strategic ways and  
reduce it in others, which basically allowed us to keep 
our overall expenses flat for the last four years. 
 

Nevertheless, the delta between income and necessary 
expenses which we made up by tapping the building fund 
could not continue and it became evident, therefore, that 
we would need to ask for a dues increase earlier this 
year.   
 

I thank you for appreciating that we could not continue to 
go down this path of deficit spending and thank you for 
voting to approve the dues increase.  While I honestly  
believe our investments are in the best shape we could 
ask for, continuing to draw over $20,000.00 a year from 
our building fund to balance the budget would have  
absorbed valuable resources we need for building  
repairs and upgrades, and would have delayed the  
improvements we need to make to the Alexandria  
Temple.   
 

This year, not only were we able to deliver a budget  
for 2016 without any red ink, we expect to realize a  
potential positive balance in our checking account of  
over $20,000.00.  This will enable us to create a reserve 
fund for future years that will put this body on very solid  
footing and stave off the need for additional dues  
increases for a longer period of time.   
 

In conclusion, so long as we continue to be prudent  
stewards in both our budget and investments, our Valley 
will continue to be financially secure. 
 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 
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What’s New with the Master Craftsman Program  
Ill. Matt Szramoski, 33°, Director of Development, The Supreme Council, 33º 

The reputation of the Scottish Rite as the University of Freemasonry was further  
enhanced several years ago when the Supreme Council developed the Master 
Craftsman Program, a by-mail correspondence course.  Anyone taking these  
courses will significantly increase his understanding of the Fraternity and the Rite, 
and truly gain more light in Masonry.   
 

The Supreme Council has continued to add content, and there are now three  
separate programs of study.  The suggested order of these courses is as follows: 
 

Master Craftsman: The Symbolic Lodge – the first three degrees. 

Master Craftsman: Scottish Rite History and Ritual – the 4
th
 through the 32

nd
 degrees. 

Master Craftsman: Scottish Rite Philosophy – the 1
st
 through the 32

nd
 degrees. 

 

The first program, focuses on the Craft degrees, delves into a number of interesting aspects of the 
development of Blue Lodge Masonry, and gives you an opportunity to dig deeply into the symbols of 
the first three degrees.  It uses as a primary reference Albert Pike’s Esoterika: the Symbolism of the 
Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, which has been annotated by Art de Hoyas, 33°, Grand Cross.  This 
book presents one of the most interesting and profound interpretations of the symbolism of the Blue 
Lodge degrees which is available.   
 

The second program, consisting of six lessons, utilizes the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide by  
Arturo de Hoyos, 33°, and A Bridge to Light (4th ed.) by Rex Hutchens, 33°, Grand Cross, as its  
textbooks.  It provides an overview of the history of the 29 Scottish Rite degrees and a focus on the 
ritual of these degrees.   
 

Once you have completed this course, you can take the next program which consists of 33 quizzes, 
grouped into 10 sections, using Albert Pike’s Morals & Dogma, Annotated Edition, by Ill. Arturo  
de Hoyos.  Studying this book can provide more exposure to intellectual history and comparative  
religion, and this course, which is focused on Scottish Rite philosophy, encourages you to explore the 
degrees on a deeper level, examining the moral lessons imparted in each degree, and then applying 
those lessons to your everyday life.   
 

Upon completion of each program, the participant is rewarded with a medal or pins, but the  
true benefit is the learning that takes place.  It is not about simply answering some questions about a 
reading assignment, or writing an essay to satisfy a requirement, but rather an opportunity to grow as 
a man and as a Mason by thinking about the ritual and its symbolism in the context of the deeper  
philosophical meanings that can have a positive impact on your own life.   
 

Some take these courses solely in the privacy of their home, working alone, but others prefer a group 
setting where ideas and experiences can be shared and the concepts presented in 
the readings can be discussed.  Brother Burx Norrod conducts one group at  
Herndon Lodge and Hector Mujica, KCCH, conducts another at the Alexandria  
Scottish Rite.  Of course, you can establish a group in another location, or simply  
get together with a few of your Scottish Rite Brethren to study and discuss these 
courses.  To help you be a group leader, the Supreme Council has a short Group 
Leader Guide that helps navigate the logistics and details of forming a study group, 
and can provide additional guidance to help with the formation and operation of a study group. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     (Continued on Page 10.) 
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The bottom line is that investing the time to take these courses will pay huge dividends.  And, if you 
are looking for an additional bargain, you can obtain the books while you are at a Valley meeting and 
save a few dollars as well.  The cost for the program is as follows: 
 

Master Craftsman 1 (includes Esoterica)     $60.00 
Master Craftsman 1 (without books, course only)   $40.00 
Master Craftsman 2 (includes SR Ritual Monitor & Guide)  $40.00 
Master Craftsman 3 (includes Morals and Dogma, Annotated) $65.00 
Master Craftsman 3 (without books, course only)   $40.00 
 

In addition, to getting the courses and books from the Valley, you can order program materials at 
http://www.scottishritestore.org. 

What’s New with the Master Craftsman Program  
                                                                                                                                                    (Continued from Page 9.) 

Two Alexandria Valley Successes:  
the Scottish Rite Conference and VMAP 

Ill. Larry Alexander, Conference President, and his team from the Alexandria  
Valley are to be congratulated for the very successful 2015 Scottish Rite  
Conference of Virginia on 25 – 26 September at the Hilton Mark Center in  
Alexandria, which included a golf outing on Thursday the 24

th
, and a virtually  

flawless KCCH Investiture by a cast from the Richmond Valley, which took place in 
our auditorium on Saturday afternoon before a large group of Brethren and visitors.   
 

We all know that there are a lot of moving  
parts when a Valley hosts a Conference with  
attendees from the seven sister Valleys in  

Virginia, and a lot can go wrong.  But there was general  
consensus that this Conference, if not the best, certainly was 
one the best in Conference history.  In part, it was because of 
the ambiance:  the hotel was classy, the rooms were great, the 
food was top notch, and the area we had for our hospitality suite – which we shared with Richmond – 
was outstanding. 
 

In part, it was because of the educational content with two important talks, one by Ill. Norm Hoff, who 
spoke about our jobs descriptions for all of our officers, our mentors, Lodge representatives, and  
petition signers; and the other by Ill. Loyd Davis, who spoke about how we organize our meetings, 
our educational programs, and some new ideas for improving Valley member participation.  The  
information provided was very well received by the other Valleys, some of which indicated they are 
beginning to implement some of the initiatives we have put in place.  
 

Adding to what made this Conference special were the very meaningful prayers offered 
by Conference Chaplain Richard Saunders, KCCH; the appearance of the Alexandria 
Town Cryer welcoming everyone to the Conference, and reading a proclamation by the 
Mayor and Members of the Alexandria City Council proclaiming 26 September Scottish 
Rite Day in the City of Alexandria; the crisp and stirring presentation of the flag by the  
Alexandria Knights of Saint Andrews, accompanied by Brother James McDaniel, Kena 
Shrine, playing the bagpipes, and the toast to the flag by Michael Johnstone, KCCH  
(from the Portsmouth Valley).  Special also was the well-attended ladies lunch hosted by 
Junelea Alexander which featured Don McAndrews, KCCH, as a George Mason  
reenactor.                                                                                          (Continued on Page 11.) 

http://www.scottishritestore.org/
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A Conference is not only judged on its substance, which included presentations by our Conference 
President and his seven Valley Conference Vice Presidents; by Sovereign Grand Inspector General 
in Virginia (SGIG) Jim Cole; Grand Master Reese Carroll, Grand Lodge of Virginia; and the Board  
of Directors of the Scottish Rite Foundation, on which we are represented by Philip Rhodes, KCCH.  
It is also judged by how much fun it is.  Well, it was fun.  There was great fellowship at the two  
banquets, and, as usual, Allen Beckner, KCCH, and his wife, Linda, ensured that our hospitality  

operation was the star of the show.  Junelea hosted the arrival 
lunch for the entire conference, and Allen and Linda assisted by 
Hector Mujica, KCCH, and his wife Bette, Becky Weyant, Ruth 
Mayo, Pat Tillery, and Grace Capuno, provided breakfast, lunch, 
and the after dinner treats on Friday and Saturday, and also a  
delicious, after-golf dinner on Thursday evening.  Not to be  
forgotten was the very popular Philippine noodle dish (panist)  
prepared by Brother Romulo Capuno, and the now traditional  
Alexandria Valley ice cream social after dinner on Saturday,  
which again was orchestrated by Ill. Dave Morris with huge help 

from daughter Donna, and Ann Evancoe.  The size of the line and the number getting seconds,  
attested to the huge success of this event.   
 

Of course, it is easy enough to pat yourself on the back, but what counts is the feedback we  
received from so many who attended.  Not least of which was the high praise for Ill. Alexander  
and all from the Valley who worked so hard to make the Conference a success from both  
Ill. Ronald Seale, Sovereign Grand Commander, and Ill. Jim Cole, Lieutenant 
Grand Commander.  They particularly complimented Ill. Alexander on his skill 
and efficiency as Master of Ceremonies and noted that they had heard many, 
many compliments from attendees and absolutely zero complaints!   
 

We set a high bar for the Richmond Valley which hosts the 2016 Conference, 
but we know they will do a great job as well.  Our new Alexandria Scottish Rite 
Conference Vice President is Alan Beckner, who will be in charge when we 
again host the Conference in 2023.   
 

One additional success at the Scottish Rite Conference related to VMAP.  As you know, 2015 was 
the inaugural year of the Valley Membership Achievement Project (VMAP), which was rolled out  
by the Supreme Council to help Valleys gauge their health and improve their ability to engage  
members and increase participation.  In order for a Valley to qualify for a VMAP Plaque of Scottish 
Rite Excellence and VMAP lapel pins that can be given to its members, it has to comply with 10 
mandatory tasks and a minimum of 70 optional tasks arrayed under 10 subject areas.   
 

Under the leadership of Peter Terrill, KCCH, our VMAP coordinator, and with the help 
of so many Brethren, the Valley was able complete all of the requirements well in  
advance of schedule, and we were able to submit the completed VMAP workbook  
to Ill. Jim Cole, at the Scottish Rite Conference.  He was very pleased with the  
Alexandria Valley’s effort and urged the other Valleys to follow our lead.  We  
submitted the workbook and an addendum further describing some of what we  
have been doing to the Grand Executive Director at the Supreme Council.   

Two Alexandria Valley Successes:  
the Scottish Rite Conference and VMAP 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

NOVEMBER 2015 
 

November 6 - 7 
GRAND LODGE of VIRGINIA 
Richmond, VA 

 
November 13 - 14 
GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL  
ARCH MASONS in VIRGINIA 
Williamsburg, VA 

 
November 16 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
November 20 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by Nov. 17th)  
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Council of Kadosh, Rose Croix 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 
DECEMBER 2015 

 
December 11 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Consistory &  
Lodge of Perfection) 

 

December 21 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
JANUARY 2016 
 
January 1 – New Years Day 
 
January 8 – 6:00 p.m. 
Awards Banquet- 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Jan. 5) 
Installation of Officers for 
all four Bodies – 7:30 p.m. 

(Short) Valley Meeting follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
 
 

 
January 18 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting—Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 

 
January  27 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting— 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Jan. 22nd) 
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Update your calendars 
don’t miss these events! 
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Alexandria Valley Celebrating the Feast of Tishri  
 

(Pictures by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º) 

Ill. Oral McNeil Marple, 33º 
offering a toast.   

From left to right: 
Ill. Jay Adam Pearson, 33º, Speaker 
Past Grand Master of SC 
RW and Ill. Cal Disher, 33º, Junior 
Grand Warden, Grand Lodge of SC 
Ill. Henry Pearson, 33º 
John W. Pearson, KCCH 



 

 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF SCOTTISH RITE CONFERENCE 
The Ladies Luncheon 

(Pictures by Mrs. Gwen Cohen) 
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Mrs. Junelea Alexander, Hostess 

George Mason 
AKA: Donald Leo McAndrews, KCCH, and  

Grand High Priest,  
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Virginia 

Left to Right 
Mrs. Judy Davis 
Mrs. Junelea Alexander 
Mrs. Mollie Perdue 
Mrs. Ruth Mayo 

Left to Right 
Mrs. Judy Davis 
Mrs. Linda Absher 
(Richmond) 
Mrs. Gwen Cohen 



 

 

Additional Pictures from the Scottish Rite Conference 
(Photos taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino) 
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Additional Pictures from the KCCH Investiture 
(Photos taken by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino and Ron Liebfreid) 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Nov-Dec 2015    Page 16 

Ill. William F. Perdue, 33º, G.C. 
 receives the Grand Cross 


