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The First Tool Engineer  
by RW George L. Miller, PDDGM 

This article was previously published in Volume 1 of the Transactions of A. Douglas Smith, Jr. Lodge of Research,  
No. 1949 and is reprinted here with their permission. 

 
The background material for this short presentation was suggested to me by Worshipful Brother John 
J. Miller, a Past Master of Tuscan Lodge #77, holden under the Grand Lodge of Minnesota.  We both 
thought that it might be a good lesson in Masonic Education and that you might enjoy it.   
 

It concerns the question of who was the first tool engineer.  Much of the thesis was given us by  
Mr. Robert B. Douglas, whom we do not know to be a Mason, but we do know he is a Past President 
of the American Society of Tool Engineers.  It is an expression of how some of the things we learn as 
Masons are also part of the sectarian world, and as we know them as part of our legend many are 
pretty close to the facts.   
 

Time and again one finds Eli Whitney, famed for the invention of the cotton gin and for the  
introduction of mass production techniques in the manufacture of arms, accoladed as the first tool  
engineer.   
 

In the cavalcade of tool engineers, Mr. Eli Whitney is very much of a johnny-come-lately.  Let us bow 
to his genius; let us acknowledge his extraordinary contribution to interchangeability in complex 
mechanisms; but, let us not call him Father.  The art and science of tool engineering has deeper roots 
than the nineteenth century.   
 

The Father of Tool Engineering was born just eight generations out of Eden in the antidiluvian night.  
Scholars put his birth at 1056 years after the birth of the first man.  He was the son of Lamech, and 
the grandson of Methusaleh and his name was Tubalcain.  We can read his brief but eloquent  
biographical sketch in Genesis, IV, 22 "Tubalcain, an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron."   
In other words, the Father of Tool Engineers and Tool Engineering Education.   
 

"There were giants in the earth in those days."  Lamech, crude, cruel, lusting descendant of Cain was 
a mighty hunter and a mighty warrior.  But his scope was limited.  The old man was so taken up with 
the day by day task of protecting the family and homestead against the depredations of rival families 
and wild beasts, that there was no progress and but little feeling of security in the family.  The oldest 
son was a musician the other a singing cowboy.  Then came Tubalcain, son of the practical mother 
Zillah. 
 

Watching his father hunt with rough but precious weapons, he realized how tenuous was the claim  
to survival of the whole tribe, should ill fortune break or carry off one of the few miserable spears or 
arrows in the side of a wounded lion.  The family was left defenseless for days while a new one was 
painstakingly fashioned out of stone by hand methods.  The herds were neglected, the music was 
stilled, while everyone pitched in to make a new supply.  The key to survival was production.   
 

Only with a large and assured supply of weapons could the family maintain the unrelenting struggle 
against its environment.  Stop or threaten that supply and not only the arts of his Brother Jubal, but 
food itself must be rationed or cut off altogether until the deficiency was made up.   
           (Continued on Page 3.) 
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Personal Representative’s Message 
Edmund Cohen, 33° — Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria 

I came across an interesting book titled “Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death, and Brain 
Surgery” by neurosurgeon Henry Marsh.  It is an interesting read, but apart from that, I 
thought the title was great advice that went well beyond the practice of medicine and 
this maxim should be a guide to our conduct both as citizens and as Masons.   
 

Of course, some discretion is needed in determining what to do and what not to do.  
Sometimes we are too quick to get involved and at other times too reluctant.  Wisdom 
consists of knowing when to get involved and knowing what to do.  And one useful  
criteria is whether our intervention will help or worsen the situation.  Intervention when restraint is 
called for can make things worse, but inaction when intervention is required can set the stage for  
disaster.   
 

It is useful to attempt to apply this maxim in the context of the trouble and turmoil in the world  
around us.  There are events and trends about which we legitimately should be concerned about and 
which need to be confronted.  For example, Masons believe in God and are highly patriotic.  So it is  
disturbing that our society has changed so much that we cannot talk about God because it might  
offend someone; that we say “happy holidays” because we are constrained to mention which holiday 
it is; and that our children are no longer allowed to start the school day by pledging allegiance to the 
flag of our country.   
 

Masons are defenders of the free expression of thought, and it is distressing that too many of our  
colleges and universities, which are supposed to be bastions of free thought and intellectual diversity, 
are turning into fortresses of political correctness where unpopular opinions are squashed and  
honest debate is discouraged, if not forbidden.  Even when differing views are offered some modest 
forum, speakers and professors now feel that they have to issue so-called trigger warnings so that 
students can be protected against hearing anything that might disturb them.  It does not seem that 
our institutions of higher education are preparing their students to think, much less to cope in the real 
world.   
 

Masons are defenders of freedom of conscience and religion.  Our Lodges in Virginia and around the 
world are composed of men of every religious persuasion.  We welcome our Brethren without regard 
to their religious beliefs, and we condemn no one on the basis of their religion.  So it is alarming that 
in the name of religion innocent people are being murdered in the Middle East, North Africa, Paris, in 
San Bernardino, and elsewhere about the globe.  We condemn these attacks and oppose evil and 
villainy from whatever source and wherever it occurs.   
 

As Masons we stand for freedom of religion, brotherly love, relief, and truth.  As Masons we support 
the free exchange of ideas and open debate.  All of this is built upon a foundation of mutual respect 
and requires a certain standard of conduct that avoids incivility and coarseness in the conduct of that 
debate.  It is useful to read or re-read the April 2014 Short Talk Bulletin titled “Civility” written by Russ 
Charvonia, then Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of California.  You also might want to visit 
the website of the Civility Center where Masons have become actively engaged in efforts to promote 
rational discourse and have developed toolkits and conduct workshops that teach the leadership and 
communications skills required to talk with rather than talk past those who with whom we disagree.   
 

Ultimately, it is all about the promotion of our democratic and enlightenment ideals against the 
reemergence of bigotry and hatred.  And I think a number of our Grand Masters have tried to focus 
us on this moral and intellectual perspective which is expected of Masons.  Such themes as “Do 
Good Unto All,” “Brotherhood, the Bedrock of our Order,” “Dwelling Together In Unity,” Virtue and 
Honor,” and “Setting a Good Example,” point to the role we have as Masons to do the right thing  
ourselves and to encourage by our example such behavior in others.   
                                                                                                                                                                        (Continued on Page 3.) 
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Personal Representative’s Message 
                                                                                                                                     (Continued from Page 2.) 

This Masonic tradition is of long standing but needed today more than ever.  So it is fitting to close 
this brief message by quoting the first paragraphs of a poem by Brother Rudyard Kipling titled the 
“The Mother Lodge,” which are as follows:

There was Rundle, Station Master, 
An' Beazeley of the Rail, 

An' 'Ackman, Commissariat, 
An' Donkin' o' the Jail; 

An' Blake, Conductor-Sargent, 
Our Master twice was 'e, 

With 'im that kept the Europe-shop, 
Old Framjee Eduljee. 

 
Outside -- "Sergeant! Sir! Salute! Salaam!" 
Inside -- "Brother", an' it doesn't do no 'arm. 
We met upon the Level an' we parted on the 

Square, 
An' I was Junior Deacon in my Mother Lodge out 

there! 
 
 

We'd Bola Nath, Accountant, 
An' Saul the Aden Jew, 

An' Din Mohammed, draughtsman 
Of the Survey Office too; 

There was Babu Chuckerbutty, 
An' Amir Singh the Sikh, 

An' Castro from the fittin'-sheds, 
The Roman Catholick! 

 
We 'adn't good regalia, 

An' our Lodge was old an' bare, 
But we knew the Ancient Landmarks, 

An' we kep' 'em to a hair; 
An' lookin' on it backwards 

It often strikes me thus, 
There ain't such things as infidels, 

Excep', per'aps, it's us. 
 

                                                          Fraternally, 

The First Tool Engineer  
          (Continued from Page 1.) 

So little Tubalcain, while hardly more than a boy, studied the problem of production.  From foundry  
to forge to finish grind, he studied and experimented with the processes of forming and shaping  
metal.  When one process had been mastered, he lost no time in breaking in a couple of slaves to 
keep production rolling, while he went on to pioneer the next step.  Thus was the division of labor  
first applied.   
 

The same techniques that made arrowheads were gradually applied to spears, knives and short 
swords.  A continuous flow of weapons came from the production lines out behind old Lamech's hut.  
Behind the wall of weapons in the field, Jubal's commerce, and Jubal's cultural arts were free to  
flourish, and in Lamech's yard the music of Tubalcain's forge made fitting background for the melody 
of Jubal's oaten pipes.  But, restless Tubalcain must needs press on if the future be secured.   
The discovery of the techniques must be formulated into an organized body of knowledge, certain 
theories drawn, and the principles laid down for the guidance of others.  Tool engineering as a formal 
science was conceived and born in the wilderness in the Land of Nod.   
 

The safety of the tribe, the advancement of science, the encouragement of commerce and the arts, in 
short, the upward progress of mankind, could not be secured or consolidated, if these secrets were 
left to rust and grow stale in the mind of one man.  So Tubalcain called them all in — his brothers and 
his cousins, and their slaves, and their children — and he taught them those things that he knew and 
they laboured together, each according to his abilities and his industry.  
 

As great as had been his contribution in the perfection of technique, greater still was his vision of the 
"free interchange of scientific knowledge."  
  
When the critical shortage of arms had been changed to an abounding surplus, their lines were  
converted to the implements of peace — to the production of brass bowls and lamps and great was 
the light and prosperity that settled on the land.      (Continued on Page 6.) 
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For Those Who Passed in 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert L. Bateman William C. Glascock, Sr Sammy J. Roller 

James E. Bolling Henry C. Huhn, Jr Edward F. Schenk 

Sasa Britvic G. John Kato Orville L. Selman 

Charles E. Bruce Robert W. Klementz Orval J. Smith 

Aubie W. Brunson Harry B. Lyon Gus S. Souris 

Marshal L. Conner Daniel J. Malinowski William B. Stoddart 

Samuel J. Dodson Robert A. McCrocklin John S. Taylor 

Walter S. Downs Jerry P. Miller Ray Thorkildsen 

William R. Edgar C. Bruce Palmer William V. Wilcox 

George W. Ehredt Fred C. Phillips William E. Williamson, Jr 

Carl R. Gagliardi Charles M. Plumly Paul W. Wood 

Charles V. Gardner Freddie B. Rankin Charles E. Zumstein 

Arva E. Gentry, Jr Thomas A. Reese  
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April 3rd – the Friends and Family Charity Dinner 
Tim Schrum, 32°, Event Chairman 

What could be better than having a good time and doing good at the same time?   Well that is exactly 
what we plan to do on Sunday, April 3, 2016, at our annual Alexandria Scottish Rite Friends and 
Family Charity Dinner.   
 

We will have fun socializing with friends and family at the elegant Fairview Park Marriot in Falls 
Church, where we will have a great dinner, good music, and there will be lots of really great items to 
bid on for your home, for yourselves, or to give as gifts to friends and relatives.  It’s like Christmas in 
April! 
 

We will do good because the money we raise will support our RiteCare charity which helps children 
with hearing and language disorders to overcome their difficulties, and also support the House of the 
Temple Restoration Project.  The dinner is open to the general public and is a great opportunity for 
you invite your friends and neighbors to learn about Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite, and to hear a 
brief presentation about how we help the children.  They will be impressed to see firsthand some of 
the great work we do in the Scottish Rite, and I think they will be pleased to have an opportunity to 
lend their support to our charities.   
 

Here are some specifics:  Date: April 3, 2016, Time:  3:30 to 7:30 p.m., Place: Fairview Park  
Marriot, 3111 Fairview Park Drive – Falls Church, Va, 22042 (Click on link: http://www.marriott.com/
hotels/travel/wasfp-falls-church-marriott-fairview-park/). 
 

Agenda:   3:30pm to 4:30pm – Social Hour and Silent Auction Bidding (cash bar available)  
4:30pm to 5:30pm – Served Dinner (Choice of Chicken or Beef Entrée) 
5:30pm to 6:00pm – Final bidding on silent auction items 
6:00pm to 7:00pm – Live Auction  
7:00pm to 7:30pm – Close of event and payment of auction items 

 
Costs: Individual - $85.00  per person (includes dinner), Table for eight including dinner ($640.00).  

 
Sponsorships are fully tax deductible and sponsors will be listed in the program (dinner is not includ-
ed). Sponsorships levels:  Platinum - $1000.00,   Gold - $500.00,   Silver - $250.00.   Bronze - $100.00. 
  
Donations are needed for the Silent and Live Auctions —  Deadline for donating items is March 17, 
2016, drop them off at the Alexandria Scottish Rite: 1430 W. Braddock Rd, Alexandria, VA 22302, 
during normal business hours M-F 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  When donating an item please consider 
the following:   Would you bid on the item?    Is the item in good condition?    Is the item in good taste?   
 

Ideas for donations include: Items for a basket of cheer, a gift card from a favorite restaurant or a 
spa, antiques in great condition, fine jewelry, fine chocolates.   
 

Reservations:  Please make your check payable to the Alexandria Scottish Rite and send it to 
Alexandria Scottish Rite, P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313-0175.  Please indicate the name and 
the number of people who will be attending with you and whether they will be having the beef or 
chicken entree. 
 

Questions?  Contact: Tim Schrum, at ts61416@yahoo.com or via phone at 703-618-8085, or 
Howard Sobel at potentate09@gmail.com or via phone at 703-946-2788.  This is our Valley’s only 
charity event and we really need your support.  Make your reservations now.   Last year’s dinner was 
a great success and everybody who attended thoroughly enjoyed the event.  We expect this year to 
be even better!  

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/wasfp-falls-church-marriott-fairview-park/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/wasfp-falls-church-marriott-fairview-park/
mailto:ts61416@yahoo.com
mailto:potentate09@gmail.com
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Unfortunately, with the great floods that were sent, after his death, to cleanse the world, both the tools 
and the memory of Tubalcain's works were washed away.   
 

To Eli Whitney and the famous tool engineers that have followed him, has been given once more the 
key to gradually unlock the door of that golden science once put into the hands of Tubalcain in his 
youth.  As later children of their heritage, let us honor Father Tubalcain's memory and cherish his 
dream. 

The First Tool Engineer  
          (Continued from Page 3.) 

Supreme Council Regional Workshop 

15—16 April 2016 

Charlotte, NC 

All are welcome.  Make hotel reservations and register for the  

workshop on-line at:  https://scottishrite.org/members/meetings-workshops/ 

The 2016 Virginia Scottish Rite Conference Spring Workshop  
Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Alexandria Valley Conference Vice President 

Brethren: 
 

It is my distinct privilege to invite you to attend the 2016 Virginia Scottish Rite  

Conference Spring Workshop hosted by the Valley of Richmond Scottish Rite  
on Saturday, March 26, 2016, at the Richmond Scottish Rite Temple located at  
4204 Hermitage Road, Richmond, VA 23227.  (Telephone:  804-264-2050). 
 

The Workshop begins with donuts and coffee, served from 8:30 a.m. until 9:30 a.m.  
The Workshop starts promptly at 9:30 a.m. and features Ill. James Dean Cole and a special program 
as well as updates from each Valley around the Orient of Virginia.  At noon the Workshop ends and 
we proceed to the cafeteria where the Richmond Brethren serve some of the best fried chicken and 
fixings you’ve ever had.  Best of all, there is no cost for this event to enjoy the outstanding hospitality 
of the Richmond Valley.  The Alexandria Valley attire for this event is a navy blue blazer, grey slacks, 
blue button-down shirt, and our Alexandria Valley tie.  No caps are required for this event.   
 

Last year we had the largest assemblage of Brethren from the Valley of Alexandria attend this event.  
Ill. Larry Alexander, Ill. Earl Jones, and Ill. Dave Morris did an outstanding job of rallying our troops.  
Let’s all support our Venerable Master Ill. Roger Firestone and exceed last year’s attendance.   
 

Please contact the Valley Secretary at secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org or call 703-998-9044 
with your plan to attend this event.  Our Richmond Brethren need our anticipated numbers to prepare 
breakfast and lunch for all attendees. 
 

It’s always more fun to travel together and socialize with your Brothers. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

mailto:secretary@alexandriascottishrite.org


 

 

Alexandria Scottish Rite Bulletin  Mar—Apr 2016  Page 7 

Biography of James A. Newcomer, KCCH 
Wise Master, Chapter Rose 

From a personal perspective, I was born in Johnstown, PA.  I have been married to my 
wife Marie for 40 years and we have two children.   
 
From a professional perspective, I celebrated 40 years of Federal service in  
January 2016 – six years serving in the U.S. Marine Corps, and 34 years in the  
Department of Defense as an IT professional.   
 
From a Masonic perspective, I have been serving as the Treasurer of John A. Lejeune 
Lodge No. 350 for the past 20 years, and I have served as the Worshipful Master of John A. Lejeune 
Lodge No. 350 in Quantico twice, 1995 and 2007.  I served as the District Deputy Grand Master for  
Masonic District 1B in 2006.  I am Past President of National Sojourners Quantico Chapter No. 44, 
and I am currently the Camp Commander of Samuel Nicholas Camp, Heroes of ’76.  I have served as 
the Worthy Patron of the Calvin A. Lloyd Chapter No. 81 Order of the Eastern Star.  I joined the  
Alexandria Scottish Rite in 1996 and was invested with the rank and decoration of Knight Command-
er of the Court of Honor in 2009. 

Wise Master’s Message 
James A. Newcomer, KCCH, Wise Master, Chapter Rose Croix 

Brethren: 
 

What a great time it is to be a member of the Alexandria Scottish Rite.  Our outstanding leadership, 
enthusiastic members, and positive strategic plan is leading to a great future for our Valley.  I am  
excited about the direction our Valley is heading.  The younger members continue to challenge and 
explore and I encourage them to let their ideas be known so that we can work together to turn those 
ideas into actionable plans.  You are the future leaders of our Valley and can help us continue to 
grow and continue to improve.  Moreover, as you become involved in the degrees and in the  
governance of our Valley, you will find great pleasure and great fellowship, and also develop a  
greater understanding of the Scottish Rite.  
 

The Valley calendar has some important upcoming events which you will be reading about in this  
Issue, to include, the Virginia Scottish Rite Workshop on March 26, held in Richmond, and the Spring 
Reunion on April 23 and April 30.  You will not want to miss the ASR Family and Friends Dinner on 
April 3. (Visit the Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ASRFriendsandFamily/?fref=ts and 
WEB site at http://friendsfamily.asrva.org/).  But there is so much more to do.  Why not come to one 
of our Club meetings – the Blue Ridge Club meets on the third Monday of each month and the  
Shenandoah Valley Club meets on the fourth Wednesday.  And, of course, as Wise Master, I invite 
you to our Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal at our March 11 meeting.   
 

A wise man once told me you get out of life what you put into it. This includes marriage, family,  
career and Freemasonry.  Enjoy life, live it to the fullest, and become a participating member.  Finally, 
remember to attend your Blue Lodge.  It was there you received your first instructions, and it is the 
foundation of our Brotherhood.  
 

Fraternally 

Jim Newcomer 

https://www.facebook.com/ASRFriendsandFamily/?fref=ts
http://friendsfamily.asrva.org/
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Thoughts about our Spring Reunion Saturday 23 and 30 April  
Ill. Paul R. Evancoe, Chair, Member Outreach Committee 
Ill. James A. Loudermilk, II, Director of Work 

Just as our Friends and Family Dinner and Auction is an important blending of the social and  
chartable aspects of the Scottish Rite, so our Reunions are an equally important blend of the  
educational and fraternal aspect of the Rite.  At our Reunions we induct new members and introduce 
them to the moral and philosophical underpinnings of Freemasonry.  But this is accomplished 
through the fraternal efforts of a huge team of Brethren who work together to present the 29 degrees 
which are conferred in the Scottish Rite.   
 

The two articles below speak to this blending.  Ill. Evancoe addresses, in a rather novel way, the  
issue of new members, while Ill. Loudermilk addresses the fraternal opportunities of a Reunion for 
our current members.   
 

The Azgir Sphere by Ill. Paul Evancoe 
 

In November 2013, Kazakhstan announced that it would begin producing artificial industrial  
diamonds through the compaction of graphite with high explosives.  The site chosen employs a huge 
12m diameter steel explosive containment sphere buried underground near the village of Azgir,  
western Kazakhstan.  Originally built in 1980, the sphere was to contain large conventional-explosive 
events for the Arzamas-16 nuclear weapons laboratory (The All-Russian Research Institute of  
Experimental Physics RFNC - VNIIEF), sited in present-day Russia.  Two essentially identical 
spheres were built to study contained explosive experiments although a secondary use was to  
produce artificial diamonds for industry.  The location of the second sphere, however, remains  
unknown. 
 

The history of this sphere, and others like it, is colored by US 
military fears that they were related to Soviet nuclear-driven 
directed energy weapons.  Further controversy stems from 
the potential proliferation of nuclear know-how and the  
association of Soviet scientists responsible for explosive 
compaction with Iran's nuclear program.  The dual-use nature 
of this technology means it could potentially contribute to the 
development of nuclear weapons.  In November 2011 the 
IAEA linked a similar testing chamber to the potential military 
dimensions of Iran's nuclear weapon program and the enigma 
continues today.   
 

So – about now you might be asking what this has to do with Alexandria Scottish Rite membership?  
Actually, there are a number of parallels.  We actively canvas our Valley’s 44 Masonic Lodges for  
eligible Master Masons and encourage them to submit their petition for membership (our necessary 
precursor materials).  We then bring them into Alexandria Scottish Rite (our containment vessel), 
conduct our Reunion (our next is 23 and 30 April) where, over two Saturdays, we present them with a 
number of philosophical lessons (mind-explosive experiments).  Our newly formed Scottish Rite 
Brothers depart as 32

nd
 Degree Masons (Masonic diamonds).  

 

Where do you fit in?  We need petitions, and the only way to get them is to aggressively recruit  
candidates from the Valley’s Blue Lodges.  I might add that it’s perfectly okay (even encouraged) for 
you to campaign in this process and solicit Master Masons in good standing for Scottish Rite  
membership.  Please remember, we need to replace our annual deceased member numbers with at 
least the same number of new members if we are to maintain the vibrant fraternity we currently enjoy.  
We need you to bring us petitions for our Spring Reunion and attend it yourself.  If you are a degree 
team member, please don’t leave after your performance - attend the reunion all day.  Please join  
in our version of the Agzir Sphere. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           (Continued on Page 11.) 

12m diameter steel explosive containment sphere 
prior to burial near the village of Azgir, western 

Kazakhstan.  



 

 

The 2016 Alexandria Valley Community Service Award 
          (Photos by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º) 
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Each year at our January awards dinner, in addition to recognizing those Brethren and their ladies 
who have been of particular help to the Valley, we also present an award to a deserving group or  
individual whose efforts have helped to make our community that much better.   
 

We have five senses, but I think seeing is by far the dominant sense – the one we are so very reliant 
upon.  Most of us don’t dwell upon how life would be without our eyesight, but there are millions of 
our fellow citizens here in the US, and so many more around the world are blind or have significant 
vision loss.  So this year the Alexandria Valley recognized with its Community Service Award the 
American Council for the Blind which works hard to increase the independence, security, equality of  
opportunity, and quality of life, for all blind and visually-impaired people.   
 

Accepting the award on behalf of the Council was Eric Bridges, the Executive  
Director.  Mr. Bridges, who gradually lost his sight as a teenager, went on to  
graduate from university, get married, and have a wonderful son.  This delightful, 
smart, and motivated man had been with the Council for a number of years, and 
just recently was promoted to be its Executive Director.   
 

After accepting our award and a check for $1,500 to help his organization  
continue its important work, Mr. Bridges gave us some additional background  
on the work of the Council and how it helps the blind, and the far larger number  
of people who are visually impaired, get an education, keep a job, and to live a 
happy and productive life.  The Council’s advocacy has motivated industry to  
develop many of the technical devices that allow the blind and visually impaired to use a computer, 
navigate the internet, use social media, and otherwise participate in the day-to-day activities most of 
us take for granted.  Among the issues his group is dealing with is the simple inability to travel.  The 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act have helped make streets safer, and buildings 
and business establishments more accessible, but advances often are hard-won struggles.   
 

Mr. Bridges reported on one of the latest issues he is dealing with such as trying to get taxicabs to 
stop for blind people with service dogs.  The blind can’t tell whether a passing car is a cab or not, but  
partnering with a local news organization, it was shown how empty cabs in service simply refused to 
stop for the blind.  Attempted negotiations with a number of cab companies were not fruitful and now 
the matter is in litigation.   
 

Mr. Bridges received a standing ovation at the end of his comments and our best wishes for the  
success of his efforts. 
 

Awards Banquet January 2016 

Awards Banquet January 2016 
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Alexandria Scottish Rite Scholarships  
Harold Chadsey, KCCH, Scholarship Chairman 

The Alexandria Valley Scottish Rite has two scholarship programs available to  
undergraduate students.  As a result of the generosity of David and Martha Glass, 
the Valley now awards up to ten $1,000 scholarships to students going to college or 
trade school.  Applicants for these scholarships must be either a member of one of 
our Masonic Youth Organizations (DeMolay, Jobs Daughters, or Rainbow) or be  

related to a current or former member of our Valley.  The link to the application can be found on the 
Alexandria Scottish Rite Home page (http://alexandriascottishrite.org) and must be completed and 
returned to the Alexandria Scottish Rite before 31 March for consideration.   
 

The second scholarship is the Bayliss Scholarship Fund which enables us to provide up to another 
ten $1,000 scholarships to students who have applied to the Grand Lodge of Virginia scholarship  
program.  The application for the Virginia Grand Lodge Scholarship is available through their web site 
(http://grandlodgeofvirginia.org) under the charity menu tab at the top of the page.  The application to 
the Virginia Grand Lodge Scholarship is due by 1 March. 
 

In addition to these scholarships, the Alexandria Scottish Rite awards a $5,000 Glass Fellowship to  
a graduate student in the Philosophy Department at George Mason University.  The student receiving 
this scholarship is required to submit a paper on a Masonic topic for possible use in our Valley  
Bulletin.  Further details about this Fellowship are available from our General Secretary, Ill. Dave 
Morris. 
 

I encourage all the Valley members to publicize these scholarship opportunities through their  
Lodges and other Masonic organizations and, of course, to remind their sons, daughters, grandsons,  
granddaughters, and members of the Masonic youth organizations to apply for these scholarships.  
They cannot receive the scholarship if they don’t apply, and with the high cost of education, any 
available financial assistance should be considered. 

Pictures from the 2016 Installation of Officers 
          (Photos by Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º) 

Pictured Left to Right: 

Romuo M. Capuno, Master of Kadosh, Consistory 
Richard E. Saunders, KCCH, Commander,  
Council of Kadosh 
James A. Newcomer, KCCH, Wise Master,  
Chapter of Rose Croix 
Ill. Roger M. Firestone, 33º, Venerable Master,  
Lodge of Perfection 
Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, General Secretary 

http://alexandriascottishrite.org
http://grandlodgeofvirginia.org
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What is a Reunion by Ill. Jim Loudermilk. 
 

We tend to think of our two Reunions in April and October as the time we make new members,  
and to be sure, making new Scottish Rite Masons is assuredly an important part of the Reunion  
experience.  But if that were all it was, we could have called it an enrollment, class, induction,  
matriculation, or a number of similar names.  A Reunion is intended to be more than that.  Look at the 
definition:  Reunion (noun │re·union │ \(ˌ)rē-ˈyün-yən\) an act of getting people together again after 
they have been apart: an act of reuniting. 
 

And that is the point, a Reunion is also meant to be a coming together of the Brethren to refresh and 
renew our fraternal bonds.  These are times for fellowship, catching up, and renewing acquaintance.  
This is also a time for education, for we learn something more each time we are exposed to the rich 
and compelling ritual of these Degrees.   
 

The Alexandria Valley serves 44 symbolic lodges across nine Northern Virginia Masonic districts.  
Some are pretty far as the crow flies and further yet as the car drives, especially for our older  
members, many of whom will only make an occasional Friday night meeting.  The Saturday Reunion 
is during the day, it does not conflict with work for most of those who work, and traffic  
congestion is much reduced.  Moreover, the Reunion is structured so that you can attend part of it 
even if your drive is long and a full day seems too much.  Come for morning degrees, stay for lunch 
and leave, or come for lunch and stay for afternoon degrees.   
 

For Alexandria Valley each reunion includes a registration session for the soon-to-be members,  
coffee and donuts each day, lunches, 17 ritual conferral ceremonies, during which 18 degrees are 
presented, and 11 degree communications.  There are education segments where the longer-time 
members are reminded and the new members learn many things they need to know beyond the  
ritual.  Most of the degree conferrals occur in the auditorium, but we have begun using the Lodge 
room for a couple of the degrees. 
 

There are 288 reunion jobs; some requiring an enormous time commitment - such as the Stage  
Crew  -  and ranging down to non-speaking actors with only a little floor work.  But every role is  
necessary.  During the Fall 2015 Reunion, 151 brothers took part with a few going far above and  
beyond.  Illustrious Brothers Roger Firestone and Neil Marple each took on seven different jobs, 
many major stage parts.  Brothers James Baker, KCCH; Hector Mujica, KCCH; John Pearson, 
KCCH; and Ill. Mike Riley each took on six jobs.  It gives one pause to think of the impact should one 
of these Brothers take ill or have a family emergency during a Reunion.  Many more Brothers did far 
more than could reasonably be asked in order to provide an excellent Reunion experience.  We could  
certainly use additional help in all phases of Reunion operations.  If you are interested in becoming 
involved, please inform our Valley Secretary.  We will find you a role that is a good fit for your  
expertise and available time, and we guarantee an enjoyable experience. 
 

Please join us on the 4
th
 and 5

th
 Saturdays in April for our spring 2016 Reunion.  Remember, also  

this year we will present our special Reunion pins to members of the five-year Reunion Cohort  
Classes:  2011, 2006, 2001, 1996, 1991, 1986, 1981, 1976, 1971, 1966 and so forth. 

Thoughts about our Spring Reunion Saturday 23 and 30 April  
           (Continued from Page 8.) 

Reunion Cohort Class Pin 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

MARCH 2016 
 
March  11 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-meeting Dinner 
(Reservations by March 8th)  
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
(Chapter of Rose Croix &  
Lodge of Perfection) 
 

March 21 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting -Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 

March 23 — 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by Mar. 18th) 
 

March 26 — 8:30 a.m. 
Orient Spring Workshop 
Richmond, VA till 1:00 p.m. 
 

APRIL 2016 
 

April 3 – 3:30p.m. til 7:30p.m. 
Annual Friends & Family Charity 
Banquet Dinner & Auction 
(Reservations required by mail or 
By phone to: 703 998-9044) 
 

April 8 – 6:00 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Consistory, Council of Kadosh & 
Lodge of Perfection) 
 

April 15 -16  
15th from 1-5 p.m.; 16th 9-5p.m. 
Supreme Council of the 33° 
Regional Workshop 
Charlotte, NC   
 

April 18 – 6:30 p.m. 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting -Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 

 
 
 

April  20 Registration 7- 8 p.m. 
For the  2016 Spring Class 
Dining Room  
 
April 23 – 7:15 a.m. 
Spring Reunion- 1st Day 
                and 
Cohort Class Reunion 
 
April 27 – 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Location - TPD-Call Secretary 
(Reservations by Apr. 22nd) 
 
April 30 – 7:15 a.m. 
Spring Reunion- 2nd Day 
                and 
Cohort Class Reunion 
 
MAY 2016 
 
May 13 – 6:00 p.m. 
Ladies & Widows Night 
Pre-Meeting Dinner (Reservations  
by May 10th) 
Valley Meeting follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 
May 16 – 6:30 p.m 
Blue Ridge Club Meeting -Culpeper  
(Meets at the IHOP) 
 
May 25 - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Spurmont Lodge - Strasburg 
(Reservations by May 20th) 
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