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I was talking the other day with a friend who was getting ready to retire and, of 
course, the first question I asked was what he intended to do after he retired.  He  
said he didn’t know but would figure it out.  He said that when he gave this answer  
to another colleague, that individual volunteered this was scary because so many  
people who retired without a clear plan died soon after retirement.   
 

My friend said he was not in the least worried, first because his parents were well  
into their nineties and still healthy, and he probably had good genes.  But more  
importantly, he thought he would do well because of his personal style and  
philosophy of life.   
 

He suggested that the world could be divided into two types of people.  There were those who were 
devotees of Thomas Cook and Son, the English travel agency famous for setting up well-organized 
excursions that herded travelers hurriedly from one location to the next.  They went to an impressive 
array of famous sites but often only got superficial glimpses of the places they visited.  Cook Tours 
type of people wanted everything planned out for them.  They wanted to live within a cultural bubble 
where everything was completely familiar and they did not have to venture outside their comfort zone.   
The other type, he suggested, was more like Lewis and Clark.  These people only had a general idea 
of where they were going.  They would climb to the top of one hill, look around to see what looked 
interesting, and rush off to the next hill that looked exciting.  They went from adventure to adventure 
and had a great time trying new things and having new experiences.  He said he was in this camp 
and wanted to spend his retirement becoming more knowledgeable about the world, doing different 
things, broadening his horizons, and learning.  
 

Related to this conversation was a piece I discovered on the internet that spoke to the differences  
between a tourist and a traveler – again two very distinct types of people.  While neither is inherently 
bad or good, they possess very different characteristics that ultimately give them completely different 
experiences while venturing out into the world.  Tourists tend to stick out, sometimes in a bad way, 
stay with the foods they are familiar with, only speak their own language, visit only the main popular 
sights, and shop at the souvenir stores.  Travelers are willing to try out local dishes, try to talk with the 
locals, do a little exploring to see what is off the beaten track, and find the best deals and the most 
authentic items to take home with them.  
 

These characterizations may be a bit exaggerated, and most of us probably straddle both camps, but 
this article and the conversation with my friend address a fundamental difference in mindset that is 
relevant to us at all ages.  Some of us need more structure in our lives, some want more freedom to 
experiment, and we each have a different tolerance for risk.   
 

But there is a second dimension that I would like to touch upon, and that deals with how we cultivate  
a sense of accomplishment and growth.  During my last cruise, I was catching up on some reading 
and came across two interesting books – a short one by Alan Lightman with the title In Praise of 
Wasting Time and one by David Graebar titled Bullshit Jobs.  The first focused on the vital im-
portance of  
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When Lightman talks about wasting time, he is not talking about being lazy or frivolous, rather he is 
making the point that in our always connected, always busy multitasking environment, we do not  
allow ourselves the downtime necessary to take a deep breath and recharge the batteries.  Not just 
our creativity, but our mental and spiritual health requires us to slow down, carve out just a short  
period of quiet time, and allow our minds to wander without interruption and without worrying about 
the next task on the list of things we need to do.   
 

Graebar, for his part, when he is talking about “bullshit jobs” does not mean hard work or even  
menial labor, but rather those white collar or professional jobs, many with high salaries, that consist 
largely of shuffling papers and attending meetings where nothing is decided or accomplished.  He  
divides work into that which is useful, helpful, and, thus, worthwhile, and work that seems pointless 
and unnecessary, and contributes little or nothing meaningful to society.  The traditional dignity and 
virtue of work is undermined when the work is pointless and unsatisfying.   
 

So what are we to make of these ideas and how do they relate to Freemasonry? 
 

I would coalesce the answer around two common phrases.  The first is to “know thyself,” the second 
is to “be true to thyself.”  Alan Lightman suggests that a way forward with respect to the first is to  
periodically break away from our busy lives and the tyranny of the schedule and carve out time to  
reflect upon what makes us happy.  Are we Cooks Tours or Lewis and Clark type of people?  Are we 
tourists or travelers?  There is no shame in one or the other, but we need to be honest with ourselves 
and understand our risk tolerance and how much we like to remain within our comfort zone.  With that  
understanding, we can then be true to ourselves, for regardless of what others may think, we are 
happiest when we can live in accordance with the style of life we prefer.   
 

Freemasonry accommodates both types.   
 

For those who value structure and organization, Freemasonry offers an unchanging ritual, clear rules 
of protocol, and an established set of standards.   
 

For those who enjoy new experiences, there is the opportunity to travel to Lodges all over the world 
and encounter Freemasonry in ways that are both familiar and new.   
 

For those who most enjoy fellowship, there is the warmth to be found, for example, in our Blue Lodge, 
Chapter, or Valley, relaxing and enjoying each other’s company.   
 

For those who enjoy learning, there are many opportunities to delve into history and philosophy while 
deepening our understanding of Freemasonry.   
 

Moreover, Freemasonry encourages reflection, self-understanding, and personal growth.  We are 
definitely not a “BS” organization, for in addition to the fraternal obligations we take, Freemasonry 
seeks to be relevant in the larger world, working to help where we can, to assist in our communities, 
and to be of value to our country.  We can be proud and find much satisfaction in living our lives in 
accord with Masonic values, and being a part of a fraternity that does the meaningful work of helping 
children through our RiteCare programs, helping youth through our scholarship programs, and recog-
nizing outstanding teachers who educate the generations who will follow us.  
 
Sincerely and fraternally, 
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Politics in the Context of a Desire to Dwell Together in Unity 
 

These are contentious times in the politics of our country. No matter where you fall on the political 
spectrum, you probably feel very strongly about your beliefs.  Perhaps, like many Americans you may 
become emotional when current issues are discussed.  And perhaps, you are moved to criticize the 
men and women who have been elected to high offices to lead our country. 
 

As Freemasons, we are taught to avoid political arguments.  In fact, we have a rule stating that we 
will have no political discussions in our Lodges. This avoids heated arguments that would be injurious 
to harmony and unity.  Just as sectarian religion must not be discussed in our Lodges, so should  
partisan politics be avoided, because we all have strongly held views, and arguing about them would 
be harmful to our Brotherhood.   
 

The Value of this rule becomes quite apparent in the current climate of political polarization that  
exists in our country today.  This is not to say that disagreements were non-existent in past eras of 
American history.  Indeed, our past is replete with periods of unrest and anger.  We can’t forget our 
Civil War!  But the vehemence of both sides, left vs. right, in modern times, seems to bring a new and 
disturbing personal animus to a level that very few older Masons can recall.  
 

Masonry carefully recommends how we should conduct ourselves as citizens.  The charge given at 
the end of our Entered Apprentice Degree advises us to be quiet and peaceful citizens.  It continues 
by saying that you should be: “…true to your government, and just to your country; you are not to 
countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, and to conform with  
cheerfulness to the government of the country in which you live.  In outward demeanor, be  
particularly careful to avoid censure or reproach.”  These words should be carefully considered  
when political topics are being discussed outside the boundaries of our Lodge and in social media. 
 

Masonry does not encourage us to stay out of the political arena.  To the contrary, Masons are  
encouraged to become involved in their governments as they feel inclined, and as their talents  
permit, and as long as they do not become involved IN THE NAME OF MASONRY.  A Mason may 
be an active worker in the political party of his choice, but he is not to despise or ridicule those who 
differ with him.  This reminds me of what Arturo de Hoyos said in his book, Scottish Rite Ritual  
Monitor & Guide: “No man is entitled to positively assert that he is right, whereas other men of equal 
intelligence hold a different opinion.  Which man holds the truth?.... no man has the right to persecute 
another for his belief.”  Ill. Arturo de Hoyo’s, 33º, G. C., quote was made in reference to religious be-
liefs, but it holds true for political beliefs as well.   
 

When not in the Lodge room, we should be willing to join conversations and to offer our opinions  
on current events.  This should be done without being overly emotional, and we should give ample 
opportunity for others to express their views.  We should not interrupt or talk over others.  We should 
respect their input.  These discourses should occur without raised voices, sarcastic humor, or  
excessive emotionalism.  Masonry teaches us to subdue our passions so, for example, in the sixth 
Degree – Confidential Secretary – we are taught a lesson about overzealousness when the zeal of 
Zabud almost costs him his life.   
 

If we find ourselves in a political debate, we should always remember the four Cardinal Virtues  
which are taught during the Entered Apprentice Degree and throughout our ritual.  We should use 
temperance in that we should follow the rules of moderation in action, thought and feeling.  We 
should exercise self-restraint.  We should have the fortitude or emotional power and ability to  
withstand adversity.  This involves being brave and calm.  We need to prudently use good judgment 
in the way we make decisions.  These decisions should always be made with justice in mind.  They 
should be impartial and fair to all. 
                                                                                                                              (Continued on Page 4.) 
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So, what do we Freemasons do when we suddenly, maybe unexpectedly, find ourselves in the  
midst of an emotional political discussion?  How do we respond when a person raises his voice,  
maybe to the point of yelling, turns red in the face, uses foul language, belittles or demeans others, 
and demands we accept their political views?  This is especially difficult when his opinions are  
diametrically opposed to ours.  How do we respond? 
 

Our first response to angry political confrontation should be self-restraint and calmness.  When the 
person comes up for air, our response can be offered.  We should not raise our voice, but should 
speak in normal tone with carefully chosen, non-challenging words. Perhaps something like, “Well, 
I’ve always looked at it in a different way.”  Or how about, “I understand your point of view, but I  
have always thought….”  Remaining calm and even tempered may return the interaction to a more 
acceptable and more fruitful discourse.  Should the ranting and raging continue, it would be prudent 
to disengage from the situation.  You should draw away without anger or disrespect.   
 

Avoiding heated arguments is central to our Masonic philosophy which encourages tolerance,  
equality, and brotherly love.  Repeatedly, from the Entered Apprentice Degree through our Scottish 
Rite Degrees, we see the theme of fraternalism and temperance.  In the Eighth Degree – Intendent  
of the Building – we are advised to practice the rules of benevolence and charity, and to recognize all 
mankind as our brothers.  Many of our degrees emphasize love for country, respect for law and order, 
and the desire for human welfare.   
 

Freemasonry strives to make us good citizens.  It is designed to teach us to become the type of man 
that helps bring our country together in the spirit of fraternalism.  There is no room for the mutual  
contempt which frequents our political discourse in these emotional times.  Yes indeed, how good 
and how pleasant it would be, if we could dwell together in unity! 
 

Fraternally, 
John Mitchell 

Feature Article 
                                                                                                                                                                   (Continued from Page 3.) 

Venerable Master’s Message 
 Christopher R. Chrzanowski, KCCH Venerable Master, Alexandria Lodge of Perfection  

Brethren:   
 

I want to begin by thanking you for giving me the honor of serving you as Venerable Master of your 
Lodge of Perfection.  Thanks to the officers and members who made 2018 a success, and welcome 
to our new 32°, Masters of the Royal Secret. 
 

We have been busy and productive this year.  I am very proud of the officers of the Lodge of  
Perfection for their support and leadership, and to Ill. Roger Firestone, 33º, and Allen Beckner, 
KCCH, for always making sure that the Lodge of Perfection chairs were filled. 
 

We once again held Reunions in April and October adding new members to our Valley.  The degree 
casts, stage crew and Reunion support staffs, organist, Degree Masters, and Director of Work  
deserve our applause. 
 

Our Award dinners and Feast of Tishri went off without a hitch.  Special thanks to Frank Anthony, 
32°, and Scott Springer, KCCH, for putting everything together and to Ill. Roger for his enlightening 
presentation.   
 

We strongly supported our charities, and I would particularly commend Tim Shrum, KCCH, for his  
enthusiastic leadership and hard work in making our now annual Friends and Family dinner and  
auction so much fun and so successful in raising money for RiteCare and the House of the Temple  
Restoration Fund.  The Valley also hosted and supported the Supreme Council’s Celebrate the Craft 
web-a-thon.                                                                                                                                         (Continued on Page 5.) 
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Our charity and outreach efforts also were enhanced by the efforts of our Scholarship Chair and 
(sound Guru) Harold Chadsey, KCCH.  We again provided 20 young people with scholarships to  
assist their education.  We also celebrated the efforts of three outstanding area teachers and were 
inspired by their remarks.  We thank Ill. Loyd Davis, 33º, for arranging this event, and for his  
educational programs throughout the year.    
 

I’m particularly proud of our involvement in the annual Scottish Rite Workshop in March and the  
Scottish Rite Conference in September.  Both events were well attended by Alexandria Brethren and 
demonstrated the hard work of Allen Beckner, KCCH, our Valley’s Conference Vice President. 
 

The Valley building underwent significant renovations to our HVAC systems and the addition of an 
elevator.  The new HVAC systems will heat and cool the air more efficiently and the new electronic 
controls will further help to save money by allowing us to better regulate where the air is flowing, at 
what temperature, and for how long.  Ill Neil Marple, 33º, Ill. Dave Morris, 33º, Ill. Dave Smith, 33º, 
and have been instrumental in shepherding this project through a series of challenges to a successful 
conclusion.   
 

I have had a great deal of fun working with my Head of Bodies Brethren, Adam Duncan, KCCH,  
Wise Master Chapter of Rose Croix; Keith Gawrys, KCCH, Commander Council of Kadosh; and  
Peter Jensen, KCCH, Master of Kadosh Consistory.  I wish each of you great success in your future  
endeavors.  
 

Fraternally,  
Chris 

Venerable Master’s Message 
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By-Laws Change to be Voted on at December Meeting 
 Peter Terrill, KCCH, Chairman Strategic Planning Committee 

Summary: This proposed Alexandria Valley By-laws change incorporates a new standing committee 
structure based on recommendations from the 2017 Valley Strategic Plan.  Five standing committees 
will now exist: Membership; Budget and Finance; Communications and Public Outreach; Education 
and Training; and Philanthropy.  It was discussed and approved at the 12 October Executive Council 
meeting, and read to the membership at the 12 October Valley meeting.  There will be a second  
reading and vote at our 14 December Valley meeting. 
 

Proposed Changes: 
It is proposed that the following language replace the existing ARTICLE VI, SECTION 2 of the current 
Alexandria Valley bylaws (approved 26 March 2016): 
 

SECTION 2: Standing Committees  
The Personal Representative in Alexandria shall appoint the Chairman, and in consultation with the 
Chairman, the members of the standing committees of the Valley, except as provided below. The 
Personal Representative shall be an ex-officio member of these committees and may convene any 
committee when necessary.  
The standing committees are: 

1. The Membership Committee consisting of a Chairman and a minimum of 8 members and  
including as ex-officio members the Heads of the four Bodies, the Secretary, Assistant  
Secretary, and the Director of Work.  The objective of the Membership Committee is to  
strengthen and maintain an effective program that results in net membership growth.  It shall be 
responsible for attracting new members, engaging current members to promote enthusiasm and 
participation, and contacting and reinvigorating inactive members.  

2. The Budget and Finance Committee consisting of a Chairman, the Secretary, Assistant  
Secretary, the Treasurer, and a minimum of 3 members. The heads and number two officers of 
the four Bodies shall be ex-officio members of the Committee.  
                                                                                                              (Continued on Page 6.) 
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     The Chairmen of the operating committees will be specifically invited to attend Budget and  
Finance Committee meetings, but the Committee meetings will be open to all Alexandria  
Scottish Rite Brethren. The objective of the Budget and Finance Committee is to identify mid-
term (3 yr.) and longer term (4-8 yr.) financial goals and strategies; prepare the Valley budget  
for the next year; and monitor implementation of the current year budget. It also shall be  
responsible for assessing the adequacy of the Trustees funds and other funds to assist with the 
operating and capital budget, recommending investment options for funds held by the Valley 
Trustees, identifying projected funding requirements, and recommending changes to dues and 
fees. 

3. The Communications and Public Outreach Committee consisting of a Chairman and a minimum 
of 5 members, plus a representative from each of the four Bodies.  The objective of the  
Communications and Public Outreach Committee is to increase awareness among the public 
and the Brethren of the work and value of Scottish Rite Freemasonry. It shall be responsible for 
Executive Council communications with the Valley membership and Valley web-based  
communication tools. The Committee shall coordinate the Valley’s ROTC/JROTC Recognition 
Program and provide organizational and communications support to the Valley Body assigned 
responsibility for community outreach programs recognizing community leaders and service  
providers as well as those recognizing our membership, ladies, and widows. 

4. The Education and Training Committee consisting of a Chairman and a minimum of 7 members. 
Additional Brethren may be assigned tasks as required for the execution of specific programs. 
The Chairman may delegate authority to other Scottish Rite Brethren for the execution of  
specific programs under the purview of the Education and Training Committee. The objective of 
the Education and Training Committee is to develop and implement training programs for Valley 
officers, new members, and the general membership, to assist the four Bodies in developing 
and coordinating educational programs, and to manage the Valley library. 

5.  The Philanthropy Committee consisting of a Chairman and a minimum of 6 members including a 
representative from each of the four Bodies. The objective of the Philanthropy Committee is to 
increase the awareness of the Brethren about, and their involvement in, the various Scottish 
Rite philanthropic activities. It also is to promote, in coordination with the Communications and 
Public Outreach Committee, public awareness of the philanthropic work of Scottish Rite  
Freemasonry at the Valley, Orient, and Southern Jurisdiction levels. 

By-Laws Change to be Voted on at December Meeting 
                                                                                                                               (Continued from Page 5.) 

Your Nominations for 2018 Alexandria Scottish Rite Awards HELP 

Once again it is that time of year when we look back and think about those who helped to make 
2018 another superb year for Scottish Rite Masonry in Alexandria.  We show our appreciation to 
these Brethren at our January 11, 2019, Award Dinner when we present them with a Certificate of 
Appreciation or a Certificate of Merit to commemorate their efforts.   
 

How do we decide on these awards?  We ask you for your recommendations and then at our  
December 14 Executive Council meeting we make our decision. 
 

The key ingredient, therefore, is YOU, so please communicate your recommendations to the  
Personal Representative, the General Secretary, or the Head of one of the four Bodies before the  
December meeting.  



 

 

The 2018 Scottish Rite Conference 
 Allen D. Beckner, KCCH, Alexandria Valley Vice President Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia 

Photo by Gwen Cohen 

Dear Brethren of Alexandria, 
 

Linda and I want to personally thank everyone who attended the 94
th
 

Annual Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia hosted by the Danville 
Valley at Mariner’s Landing on Smith Mountain Lake in Huddleston, 
Virginia, on September 20-22, 2018. 
 

Conference President Ray Anderson and his incredible wife, K.C., 
along with members of their team put on quite an event.  The theme 
of the Conference was “Fellowship and Fun,” and it was truly a huge success by the smallest Valley 
in the Orient of Virginia. 
 

Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m., the “Virginia Dare” side paddle boat sailed with 84 conference  
attendees for a two-hour dinner cruise on Smith Mountain Lake.  The crew prepared a delicious  
buffet dinner.  As the sun set, the view on the top deck was breathtaking, with a light breeze.  The 
cruise was very comfortable for all and the captain guided us safely. 
 

Conference registration was on Friday, and lunch was served by the Danville Valley in the  
Hospitality Suite.  This year’s Hospitality Suite received contributions from each of the Valleys. 
 

Friday’s afternoon programs were held from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and featured Ill. Brent Morris, 
33

o
 G.C., and Ill. Sean Greystone, 33

o
 G.C.  Ill. Brent Morris presented a fascinating program on the 

Evolution of the Mason Word.  He gave us an historical account of the Mason Word with origins to 
1637.   Ill. Sean Greystone gave an informal presentation on the history of the House of the Temple 
with never-before-seen documents and photographs from 1912.  We learned a great deal about the 
Master Architect, John Russell Pope, and his works in the U.S. and in France.  Sean even showed 
us the actual specifications and building order for the House of the Temple construction.  The  
present goal of the House of the Temple restoration project is to raise $100 million.  Sean left us 
with a parting quote, “Nemo Solus Satis Sapit” which translates to “No one can be wise enough on 
his own.” 
 

The Valley Vice Presidents’ breakout session was very brief and provided the following information 
about the 2019 Scottish Rite Workshop and the 95

th
 Annual Scottish Rite Conference:   

 

1.  President Paige S. Neale, KCCH, Newport News Valley 
2.  2019 Spring Workshop is on Saturday, March 23, 2019, at the Richmond Scottish Rite  

Temple, 4204 Hermitage Road, Richmond, VA 23227; (804) 264-2050; guest speaker:  
Most Worshipful and Illustrious Mike Smith, S.G.I.G of South Carolina and current Grand 
Master of South Carolina 

3. 2019 Annual Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia will be held at the Holiday Inn, Newport  
News at Center City, 980 Omni Blvd., Newport News, VA 23606; (750) 223-2110.   
Conference dates are Friday, 9/27, through Saturday, 9/28.  On Thursday, 9/26, there will 
be a golf outing at 1 pm at Kiln Creek Golf Course, 1003 Brick Kiln Blvd., Newport News, 
VA 23602. 

4.  Special Note:  On 9/28/2019, the KCCH Investiture service will be held at the Newport 
News Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 65 Saunders Road, Newport News, VA 23601.  More 
details to follow. 

 

After adjourning all meetings, Brethren and guests gathered for BBQ brisket, BBQ chicken and BBQ 
pork with all the fixin’s, and with bluegrass music performed by the Southern Gentlemen.   
Our guest speaker was Smith Mountain Lake Regional Chamber of Commerce Director Vicki  
Gardner, and she gave us a history of Smith Mountain Lake.   (Continued on Page 8.) 
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The 2018 Scottish Rite Conference 
                                                                                                                                                            (Continued from Page 7.) 

What a great time of fellowship, fun, and good ole Virginia bluegrass!  On Saturday, September 22, 
the 94

th
 Annual Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia opened at 9 a.m.  Shortly after the opening and 

introductions, Most Worshipful Gary W. Taylor, KCCH, Grand Master of all Masons in Virginia, gave a 
very sincere talk.  M.W. Taylor emphasized, “Today, more than ever, our Fraternity offers what is 
needed in Virginia, the United States of America, and in reality, the World!”  He also stated, “A real 
Mason loves his country and strives to support the institutions and our Government which are  
regularly constituted, just, and equitable.  A real Mason does not hesitate to go out of his way to  
minister to the needy and uplift the fallen.” 
 

After a brief break, Ill. James Dean Cole, 33º, Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Virginia, and the 
Valley VPs honored those Brethren who had passed away during the last year with the annual  
Necrology Service of Remembrance.  Ill. Cole took a few moments to honor the VMAP winners, 
which was led by the Valley of Alexandria.  Also, Ill. Cole informed us of upcoming regional  
conferences in 2019 and the Supreme Council’s Biennial Session.  The Biennial Session will be held 
on August 18-20, 2019 at the Capital Hilton, Washington, D.C.  
 

Ill. Cole held a Q & A session with all the Brethren and welcomed any new ideas or thoughts.  Brother 
Adam Duncan, KCCH, had a great questions for Ill. Cole and the Supreme Council.  He asked, “Is 
there a survival guide for Valleys that are struggling with financial and membership issues?”  Ill. Cole 
cited the Biblical story of Joseph and the years of plenty and the years of famine.  Ill. Cole informed 
Brother Duncan and all the Brethren that there is no guide and it sounds like Brother Duncan has a 
new project!  As a result, Ill. Cole gave us the most important directive to “go forth and solicit Scottish 
Rite Masons for membership!” 
 

The meeting adjourned at noon.  This was followed by the men’s lunch in the Hospitality Suite  
provided by the Danville Valley.  While the men attended the business meeting and lunch, the ladies 
attended their own luncheon hosted by K.C. Anderson of the Danville Valley.  When speaker Ill. Cole 
was detained, the ladies were entertained by Alexandria Valley’s own Gwen Cohen who brought 
down the house with her airport stories.  Gwen was followed by Ill. Cole who shared thoughtful  
reflections on life.  At 2:15 p.m. Saturday afternoon, the Danville Valley had an exemplification of the 
12

th
 Degree.  It was a job well done! 

 
Our formal banquet was at 6:30 p.m. and included pork tenderloin, green beans, mashed potatoes, 
baked chicken, salad, rolls and an apple butter dessert.  Ill. Brent Morris provided magic tricks that 
kept the audience laughing and amazed.  It really was fun to see Ray and K.C. Anderson pass the 
torch to Paige and Pam Neale from the Newport News Valley. 
 
After dinner, the Danville Hospitality Suite was open until 11 p.m. for all to enjoy.   
 
Once again, the Alexandria Valley had the largest representation at the Conference.  We had 13  
attendees.  Although this Conference was very unique, it defi-
nitely lived up to its promise of “fellowship and fun”!   
 
God willing, we will see everyone next year in Newport News! 
 
Allen and Linda Beckner 
Alexandria Valley Vice President 
Scottish Rite Conference of Virginia 

Photo provided by Gwen Cohen 
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The 2019 Budget 
 J. Patrick Weyant Jr., KCCH, Budget Referent on the Valley’s Budget and Finance Committee 

Here is the draft budget for next 
year that we presented at the  
October meeting and will be voting 
on at the December meeting.   

ASR Proposed 2019 Operating Budget   
 Approved  Projected PROPOSED 

 Budget (9+3) BUDGET  

Category 2018 2018 2019 

Estimated Income $224,516.40 $214,725.00 $213,631.00 

Dues  $122,600.40  $117,000.00  $110,106.00 

Fees  $    8,125.00   $    6,325.00   $    6,325.00  

Rent  $  60,082.00   $   67,800.00   $   71,100.00  

LMIP interest  $  16,389.00   $   16,100.00   $    17,000.00  

Dinner  $    4,320.00   $     4,300.00   $     4,100.00  

Misc  $  13,000.00   $     3,200.00   $     5,000.00  
     

Admin. Expenses $73,367.00 $73,708.00 $74,367.00 

Salaries  $  31,000.00  $31,000.00  $      31,000.00  

Payroll Taxes  $    3,200.00  $3,200.00  $       3,200.00  

Telephone + IT  $    7,000.00  $10,300.00  $       8,000.00  

Postage and Mailing  $    7,100.00  $7,000.00  $       7,100.00  

Printing  $  11,000.00  $11,000.00  $      11,000.00  

Audit  $    4,500.00  $2,300.00  $       4,500.00  

Miscellaneous  $    2,500.00  $1,841.00  $       2,500.00  

Taxes-Storm Utility Fee  $    7,067.00  $7,067.00  $       7,067.00  
    

Building & Operating $77,500.00 $79,100.00 $73,800.00 

Insurance  $   11,800.00   $   11,700.00   $  1,800.00  

Utilities  $   35,000.00   $   35,000.00   $  35,000.00  

Security  $     4,700.00   $     8,400.00   $   5,000.00  

Maintenance & repairs  $   26,000.00   $   24,000.00   $  22,000.00  
    

Philanthropic $2,690.00 $2,850.00  $  3,350.00  

Education  $       200.00   $               -     $          200.00  

Teacher of the Year  $    1,750.00   $     1,750.00   $       1,750.00  

Members - dues remitted  $       740.00   $     1,100.00   $       1,400.00  
     

Contributions & Fees $32,485.00 $30,226.00 $31,440.00 

Supreme Council - Cap   $   30,100.00   $   27,900.00   $     29,300.00  

Supreme Council - Candi  $     1,142.00   $     1,000.00   $          900.00  

SR Fund, VA(CLD) - Cap  $              -         $                 -    

SR Conf of VA  $     1,056.00   $     1,056.00   $       1,050.00  

GWMNM  $        187.00   $        270.00   $          190.00  
    

Dinners/Refreshments $22,250.00 $16,660.00 $17,350.00 

Meetings & Installation  $     4,500.00   $     1,480.00   $       5,000.00  

SR Conf & Workshops  $     6,000.00   $     7,200.00   $       3,000.00  

Feast of Tishri  $        300.00   $        280.00   $          300.00  

Blue Lodge Relations  $     1,100.00   $               -     $       1,100.00  

Reunions  $     8,000.00   $     6,500.00   $       6,000.00  

Ladies Nights  $     1,100.00   $        700.00   $          700.00  

Special Events - Picnic  $     1,250.00   $        500.00   $       1,250.00  
    

General Items $10,890.00 $8,550.00 $10,400.00 

Degrees, Robes, etc  $     2,000.00   $     2,200.00   $       2,000.00  

Transportation  $     3,600.00   $     3,600.00   $       3,600.00  

33 & KCCH investiture  $     2,000.00   $               -     $       2,000.00  

SR Conference Host  $        700.00   $        700.00   $          700.00  

14th degree rings  $     2,590.00   $     2,050.00   $       2,100.00  
    

Total Expenses $219,182.00 $211,094.00 $210,707.00 

Income over Expenses    $5,334.40     $3,631.00     $2,924.00 
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Helping the Kids in 2019 
 Jim Anagnos, 33° - Friends and Family Event Committee 

2019 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction 
 

The 2019 Friends and Family Charity Dinner and Auction will be held on the evening of  
Saturday, May 18, 2019, at The Waterford at Fair Oaks.  The Dinner Committee, chaired by Brother 
Tim Shrum, KCCH, has been hard at work to build on the success this event has had in previous 
years.  In addition to moving the event to a Saturday evening and to an exciting new venue, we plan 
on implementing a streamlined bidding and payment process for the auction.  We will also be  
distributing for the first time a Program Journal, which will highlight the evening’s agenda and  
sponsors.  Planning for the evening’s entertainment is underway and will be announced once  
finalized. 
 

The cost of this marquee event for our Valley is $100 per person or $720 per table of eight.   
Sponsorships of various levels are available and critical to the success of the event.  A Patron of the 
Dinner sponsorship is $250, and the sponsor will receive a quarter page in the Program Journal and 
a listing on the Friends and Family website.  A $500 Friend of the Dinner sponsorship will garner a 
half page in the Program Journal and a listing on the Friends and Family website.  Bronze-level 
sponsorships are $1,000, and, in addition to a full page in the Program Journal and listing on the 
Friends and Family website, the sponsor will receive two tickets to the dinner and placement on the 
Friends and Family banner.  Silver-level sponsorships for $2,500 receive a full page in the Program 
Journal and listing on the Friends and Family website, one table (eight seats) for the event, and 
placement on the Friends and Family banner.   Finally, a $5,000 Gold-level sponsor will receive all 
the benefits of a Silver-level sponsor, as well as recognition at the dinner and a complimentary gift. 
 

As with prior dinners, we will also be having a charitable auction.  The Committee welcomes  
donations with a value in excess of $50.   We expect next year’s dinner to be the best attended so 
far, and we are particularly interested in increasing the number of “experience” auction items—
sporting events, travel activities, restaurant gift certificates, vouchers for fun activities, etc.—as those 
have consistently been the most popular. 
 

Please contact any member of the Friends and Family Committee for more details and information. 
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Class Members 
Daniel Alejandre 
Joseph W. Carpel 
William J. Cavanaugh III 
James T. Edwards 
Renato D. Frias 
Adnan N. Hadrovic 
Billy J. Hale 
Joseph B. Hale 
John T. Hubbell 
Joshua N. Jenkins 
Hossein M. Kalarestaghi 
Graham S. Knight 
Michael S. LaRoi 
Ira A. Levy 
Michael E. Mahoney 
Robert J. Spurrier 
Martin L. Watkins 

2018 Fall Reunion 
Photo by:  Ill. Michael R. Aulicino, 33º 

Not Shown:  Daniel Alejandre and Joshua N. Jenkins 
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NOVEMBER 2018 
 

November 2 – 6:30 p.m. 
Pre-Meeting Dinner 
Valley Meeting - 7:30p.m. 
(Council of Kadosh, 
Chapter Rose Croix 
& Lodge of Perfection) 
 

November 9 - 10 
GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION 
of the GRAND LODGE OF VIRGINIA 
Richmond, VA. 
 

November 16 - 17 
ANNUAL CONVOCATION of the  
GRAND CHAPTER ROYAL ARCH  
MASONS in VA 
Williamsburg, VA. 
 
November 22 
THANKSGIVING DAY – Holiday 

Valley Office Closed 21 & 23 
 
 

DECEMBER 2018 
 

December 14 – 6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council Meeting 
Valley Meeting – 7:30 p.m.  
(Consistory & Lodge of Perfection) 
  

December 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY – Holiday 

Valley office will also be closed  
from Dec 22—26. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JANUARY 2019 
  

January 1 – New Year’s Day 
  

January 11 – 6:00 p.m. 
Awards Banquet- 
Pre-Meeting Dinner  
(Reservations by Jan. 8) 
Installation of Officers for 
all four Bodies – 7:30 p.m. 
(Short) Valley Meeting follows 
(Lodge of Perfection) 
 

January 16 – 7:00 p.m. 
Loudoun SR Club 
Ashburn-Sterling Lodge 288 
  

January 23  - 6:30 p.m. 
Shenandoah Club Meeting 
Location TBD 
(Reservations by Jan. 18) 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Secretary’s Southeast Corner  -  Ill. David C. Morris, 33º, Secretary 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAM – For Brethren SUSPENDED for 2 years or more  
Call the Valley Office for details. 703 998-9044 
 

2019 MEMBERSHIP NOTICES ARE IN THE MAIL 
The cost of membership for 2019 will be $126.00 
Don’t forget membership can be paid by Credit Card  
 

FALL 2018 REUNION CLASS 
Your caps, boxes, rings, and patents will be available for you to pick up on  
14 December at our Valley meeting. 
 

BUILDING RENEWAL AND UPGRADES  
The NEW elevator and sidewalk entry is open for your use.  Come and try it! 
 

2019 SPRING REUNION on Saturday, APRIL 27th. 
This will be a ONE DAY reunion, so if you know brethren who have time constraints, this might be an  
excellent opportunity for them to join Scottish Rite. 
 
The holidays will soon be upon us, along with cold weather and snow. 
We wish you warm feelings and good times with your family and friends and with your Scottish Rite 
Brethren. 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS - Dave. 

ATTENTION:  The Secretary w ill be out of the country 

on personal travel between December 26 through January 7, 

2019.  The Office will be open, however, you must call before 

dropping in.  The Valley’s Assistant Secretary and Treasurer 

will be available during this period.   
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THE SCOTTISH RITE CREED 
Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our 
supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and 
the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere 
our ultimate goal.  
 

ILLUSTRIOUS RONALD A. SEALE, 33°  
Sovereign Grand Commander  

 
ILLUSTRIOUS JAMES D. COLE, 33°  
Lieutenant Grand Commander  and  

SGIG in the Orient of Virginia 
 

ILLUSTRIOUS EDMUND COHEN, 33°  
Personal Representative of the SGIG in Alexandria  

 

STATED MEETINGS 
Alexandria Lodge of Perfection 

Second Friday of each month  
CHRISTOPHER R. CHRZANOWSKI, KCCH  

Venerable Master 
 

Alexandria Chapter of Rose Croix 
Second Friday  

February, March, July, November  
ADAM C. DUNCAN, KCCH  

Wise Master  
 

Alexandria Council of Kadosh 
Second Friday  

February, April, July, November  
KEITH G. GAWRYS, KCCH  

Commander  
 

Alexandria Consistory 
Second Friday  

April, August, October, December  
PETER S. JENSEN, KCCH 

Master of Kadosh  

SCOTTISH RITE BULLETIN  
Valley of Alexandria, Orient of Virginia  

 

Illustrious David H. Smith, Sr., 33°, Editor  
Editor@AlexandriaScottishRite.org  

 
Jason W. Lotz, KCCH, Content Coordinator 

 
All Scottish Rite Members whose names appear 
in this Bulletin are of the Thirty-second Degree,  

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Secretary of the Four Coordinate Bodies:  
Illustrious David C. Morris, 33°  

 
Assistant Secretary:  

Illustrious David H. Smith Sr., 33°  
 

Treasurer:  
Illustrious Oral (Neil) McNeil Marple, 33° 

 
The mailing address is:  

P.O. Box 175, Alexandria, VA 22313  
Office Phone: (703) 998-9044  
Fax Number: (703) 778-2804  

 
The Alexandria Scottish Rite Temple is located at  

1430 West Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22302.  
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS  
Please notify the Secretary immediately of any change 
of address, phone number, or email address. This is 
very important so that you may receive The Scottish 
Rite Journal and other publications and correspond-
ence without delay.  


